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A message from Miss Coppenhall
Interim Head Teacher

Today marks the end of the first full Spring Term that we have had in the last few years, and we have

certainly enjoyed doing lots of the things we love! We have enjoyed a theatre performance of Oliver Twist,

visitors such as the fire brigade and even a Tudor Banquet, to name a few! Some year groups have also been

out on their school trip, which they all thoroughly enjoyed and they were very keen to share what they saw

and experienced. Thank you to all of the staff and parent volunteers who made these trips possible. We

have finished the term with our very popular Celebration of Work afternoon. I hope you all enjoyed looking

at some of the work completed this year. 

This term we have been able to tour and show off our wonderful schools and children to our School

Governors and Local Authority representatives as well as other visitors, all of whom commented on the

excellent behaviour and attitudes towards learning that our children demonstrate. We are all so very proud

of them! 

Thank you to all who completed our annual survey – this really helps us to inform our next steps. Please see

a summary below:

Strengths
·96% of parents feel that their child is well looked after and safe in school; 94% say that their child is happy

at Potton.

·97% of parents say that their child is taught well; 93% state that their child is making good progress.

·The school is well led and managed according to 95% of parents.

·96% of parents believe the school respond well to concerns and 90% feel welcome and have the

opportunity to be involved.

 

Future Developments
·Recognising the importance of sharing pupil progress, teachers will provide an additional academic

progress report during Spring 2022 following Parents Evening, ensuring that families are kept fully abreast

of their child’s current attainment and progress.

·Use of Class Dojo across the school to be honed and more consistent across Key Stages.

·To increase opportunities for parent involvement on school site (Celebration of Work, Art Gallery,

Information Evening etc.)

I hope you all have a wonderful Easter break, and if you can, please pop by to the wonderful Easter Egg

Hunt on Sunday 3rd April here at school, organised by our dedicated PTFA. 

With love and best wishes,

POTTON FEDERATION
NEWSLETTER

 



A message from Mr Brooks

Acting Assistant Head - Pastoral

Recalling upon what can only be described as an incredibly busy term at school, our staff and pupils have all enjoyed

a Spring Term laced with endless enriching experiences. 

From celebrating World Book Day and Children’s Mental Health Week, to watching a live performance of Oliver Twist

and an online production all the way from the USA about the importance of developing your Growth Mindset, the

children have engrossed themselves in experiences that add value to their growing social, emotional and mental

health.

Alongside another successful remote Parents’ Evening that gave families a chance to discuss the many wonderful and

exciting learning opportunities from the term, we were of course delighted to welcome families into school for our

Celebration of Work Afternoon. Further to the feedback we received from the Parent Questionnaire, families expressed

a degree of sadness at restrictions inhibiting the community to come together to celebrate our pupils’ incredible

achievements. As such, how wonderful it was to see so many of our families back on site to celebrate the children’s

hard-work and dedication to their studies.

As we continue to strive towards some form of normality, we cannot thank enough our whole school community who

continue to support one another during these ever-changing times. The support from families is felt across the entire

Federation and we thank you for placing your trust in us each and every day. 

Wishing everyone a bright and peaceful Easter break. 

A message from Mr Adams

Acting Assistant Head - Curriculum

As we reach the end of the term, it is an exciting time to reflect on the past twelve weeks here at the Potton

Federation. This term I have had the pleasure of spending a lot of time with pupils out on the playground at break

and lunch time across both schools. What I always appreciate is how children love to come and share all of the

wonderful things happening in their lives; not only what they have been learning in class, but also exciting events

happening at home and outside of school. I hear about; sleep over plans; brownies; what happened at their recent

gymnastics session; what the score was in their recent game and who they are now playing for; and of course any

chance to discuss horses with me is an ever popular topic when I am outside. It makes me so proud to see pupils

confident to talk about life, and also take an interest in others following two years of heavy disruption to their

social experiences.

At this point during the year we also have the opportunity to review pupil progress at a mid-point. In my role I

review progress across the whole school. I meet with children regularly to talk about their learning and hear all of

the wonderful opportunities they have in our schools. With the challenges of lockdowns to contend with, our staff

have worked relentlessly to do everything we can to support our pupils academic progress as well as their own

wellbeing. As we move forward, we continue to review and improve practices. The impact is very positive and

currently we have clear indications that our pupil progress across the federation is very good when compared with

local and national comparisons. Our pupils are a credit to our school and community, and we strive to support

them as they continue their journey towards their future aims and desires. 

This year we have been able to return to school trips and we have many exciting events planned as well as those

that have already happened. We have even managed to secure tickets for a small group of pupils to visit

Wimbledon Court No 1 at this year’s tournament which is very exciting. Look out for further news during the

summer term for information about this exciting opportunity.

I hope you all have a wonderful Easter break and I look forward to seeing you all again in the Summer term.



Reception and Key Stage 1

Miss Adams - Head of Reception & KS1

The children in Reception have continued to be curious learners and they have explored our topic of the

‘Big, Wide World’. They have enjoyed finding facts and exploring photographs of Africa and comparing it

to where we live. Cotton Tails and Puddle Ducks have become gardeners and have entered our whole

school sunflower growing competition. Our seeds have already started to grow! Both classes became

chefs too, we ventured over to the middle school to use the DT room to cook pizza (which they very

quickly ate too!) This was part of our literacy learning, where the children were creating and sequencing

instructions. The children have WOWED staff by forming and spelling 4/5 sound words using their

phonics. The development of their phonics skills has greatly improved due to their enthusiasm. 

Year 1 have had a very exciting half term! They have visited Paradise Wildlife Park as a school trip and

they had a fantastic time visiting the animals and exploring new facts. 

The local fire service came to visit Year 1 too. The children all created a Victorian village, this was then

excitedly set alight to represent the Great Fire of London. This was a very exciting experience for all the

children. In Geography, the children have been using their map skills to locate continents. This is a very

tricky learning area for Year 1 children and they handled the challenge brilliantly. In Maths, the children

have been learning to tell the time. They are becoming confident with o’clock and half past times. We

hope they will be able to start reading and telling the time when they are out and about from now on.

In Year 2, the children have worked very hard, persevering to learn and revise concepts in writing and

mathematics. The children have been engaged with their topic called ‘Once upon a time’. 

Within their DT sessions, the children enjoyed collaborating in pairs to make clay animals using different

sculpting techniques. A highlight for the cohort was visiting the IT suite to create PowerPoint

presentations. All of the children made a power point about World Book Day. 

In Science, the learners have been exploring life cycles looking closely at the butterfly and its

transformation across its life. 

Children across Early Years and Key Stage 1 continue to show our school values and have been

enthusiastic engaged learners. We are all very proud of their achievements this half term and we are

excited to see how they progress in their final term of this year. 



Key Stage 2

Mrs Chamberlain - Head of KS2

We've made it to the end of such a busy term with so many wonderful opportunities happening across

both schools for our pupils! Assemblies came back and we were finally able to celebrate our successes

each week and hard work. We were treated to a performance of 'Oliver Twist' by M&M Productions which

the children were so excited about and linked brilliantly to learning this term in Upper Key Stage 2. Our

Year 3 and 4 pupils were treated to a virtual assembly all about archaeology and work in our local area

and we've also of course celebrated World Book Day and Comic Relief. Our Year 5s got the chance to

visit Cadbury World and learn all about how chocolate is made and the history of Bourneville as well as

experiencing a Tudor banquet for their topic 'Off With Her Head'. 

Our pupils have completed assessments this half term with our Year 6s working through their final Mock

SATs before the real thing and all of our pupils completing their assessment weeks to show off how far

they've come this year.

In Year 3 pupils have had the exciting (and delicious) topic of Scrumdiddlyumptious, making smoothies

and looking at chocolate. There's also been some amazing work based around healthy minds and our

Values with children creating a tree of thoughtfulness where pupils were encouraged to do something

thoughtful for others. 

In Year 4 our pupils studied an exciting topic earlier in the term (Traders and Raiders) where they

examined the role Romans, Anglo-Saxons and Vikings had on our country. There has been some

fantastic writing from our pupils all about mythology and some brilliant haiku poems. This half term

children have been learning all about the digestive system and producing some fantastic pieces of art!

In Year 5 pupils have been learning all about the coal mine industry and life as a Victorian as part of

their topic 'Firedamp and Davy Lamps'. Children were able to explore the impact of the mining towns

and their eventual closure in areas such as South Wales. The children have also been learning about the

importance of bees and writing biographies on Sir David Attenborough.

In Year 6 pupils have thoroughly enjoyed the topic 'Darwin's Delights', learning all about his adventures

aboard the HMS Beagle and the geographical make-up of the Galapagos Islands. Pupils have produced

some beautiful non-chronological reports as well as exploring the role of other scientists such as Mary

Anning.

Another amazing term Key Stage 2 - you have worked so hard and deserve a rest with your families. I

hope you all have a wonderful two weeks off from school and stay safe!



Key Stage 3

Mr Griffiths - Head of KS3

We are two thirds of the way through the year. Wow! At least this year it is looking like we will complete

the full year in school. You you can’t beat that personal interaction that we get with pupils on a day-to-

day basis in school.

We have had a very busy Spring Term. My first memory of the term is all of the fun practicals that we

have done in Science. Freddie blowing into a tube to inflate some lungs will last long in the memory; as

will some of the pupil’s enthusiasm for dissection. I am training some of the pupils to be either surgeons

or butchers!

In Mathematics I have been so impressed with how the students work each and every day. They have

shown good subject knowledge in Graphs of Straight Lines; Quadratic Graphs (remember not to have a

pointy bottom!); Significant Figures; Standard Form; Scatter Graphs and lots of formal algebra work. We

have even had a go at some parts of a GCSE foundation paper; the pupils were amazed to see how much

they knew already.

Even though I don’t take the pupils for English I have seen some excellent Gothic story research, and the

beginnings of some fantastic Gothic stories. I am looking forward to reading some more of these when

they are finished.

More recently we have been thinking about our dream careers. The diversity of options that the students

want to do is amazing. From graphic designers to models; accountants to psychiatrists; and computer

programmers to teachers. With this selection of careers our future is secure.

A big thank you to Mrs Topple for organising all of the food technology lessons. Again the pupils always

look forward to these practical lessons; they learn lots and gain some excellent life skills. Do we have any

‘Star Bakers’ among us? Thank you for all your support over the past term. You are bringing up the future

generation and are doing a fabulous job.

Have a great Easter. I will look forward to seeing the pupils back after the holiday refreshed and raring to

go. I hope that we can make many more wonderful memories for the pupils in the Summer Term before

some of them embark on their next great adventure of Upper School. Thanks Again, Mr Griffiths 

https://www.topmarks.co.uk/ 

https://www.activelearnprimary.co.uk/login?c=0

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize 

https://whiterosemaths.com/homelearning 

https://www.education.com/games/ 

https://kids.nationalgeographic.com/games/  

Dates for next term

Tues 19th Apr - INSET Day

27th & 28th April - Potton Art Gallery

9th - 12th May - Y6 SATs week

30th May - 3rd Jun - Half Term

22nd July - Family Picnic and Last Day

Useful links:


