
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Geography Curriculum Coverage and Skill Progression 

 2021-2022 

 

 

 

 

 



 

  KS1 Coverage – Year 1 

 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

 

To
p

ic
  

Enchanted Woodland 
 

Moon Zoom 
 

Bright Lights, Big City  
 

Paws, Claws and 
Whiskers   

 
Superheroes  

 
Dinosaurs  
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Use simple compass directions 
(North, South, East, West) and 
locational and directional 
language (near, far, left, right) 
to describe location of features 
and routes on a map. 
 
Use aerial photographs & plan 
perspectives to locate 
landmarks and basic human 
and physical features; devise a 
simple map & construct a basic 
key 

Use simple fieldwork and 
observational skills to study the 
geography of their school and 
its grounds and the key human 
and physical features of its 
surrounding environment. 
 
Use basic geographical 
vocabulary to refer to: key 
physical features, including: 
beach, cliff, coast, forest, hill, 
mountain, sea, ocean, river, 
soil, valley, vegetation, season 
and weather 

Use aerial photographs & 
plan perspectives to locate 
landmarks and basic 
human and physical 
features  
 
Use world maps, atlases 
and globes to identify the 
United Kingdom and its 
countries, continents and 
oceans studied at this key 
stage.  
 
Name, locate and identify 
characteristics of the four 
countries and capital cities 
of the United Kingdom and 
its surrounding seas 
 
 
 

Use basic geographical 
vocabulary to refer to: key 
physical features, 
including: beach, cliff, 
coast, forest, hill, 
mountain, sea, ocean, 
river, soil, valley, 
vegetation, season and 
weather  
key human features, 
including: city, town, 
village, factory, farm, 
house, office, port, 
harbour and shop 

Use basic geographical 
vocabulary to refer to: key 
physical features, including: 
beach, cliff, coast, forest, 
hill, mountain, sea, ocean, 
river, soil, valley, 
vegetation, season and 
weather 
key human features, 
including: city, town, village, 
factory, farm, house, office, 
port, harbour and shop 
 
 

Name and locate the 
world’s seven continents 
and five oceans 
 
Compare and contrast 
England with another non-
European country  

 

Sk
ill

  

To draw basic maps with 
pictures or symbols, to 
represent places or features. 
 
To follow a simple map  

To carry out small scale surveys  
 
Use basic observational skills  

Use photographs and maps 
to locate landmarks  
 
Use a range of maps to 
locate countries, cities and 
oceans  

Begin to confidently use 
geographical language  

Ask and respond to basic 
geographical questions 

To create labelled maps 
 
 

 

Ex
am

p
le

s 
  

Visit local woodlands and follow 
a map around 
Draw from memory, the 
woodland 
Create fantasy woodland maps 

What would our school like 
from space? 
What would you see if you 
looked down from space? 
 

UK map studies 
London landmarks  

Surveys of where animals 
live  
Location/ habitat work  
What would happen to a 
cat in the ocean etc. to 
prompt questioning  

Where would a hero build 
his home?  
Where was Florence 
nightingale from? Where did 
she travel to? 

Mapping animals in danger 
of extinction  
Can cover 2/3 over different 
continents  

 

Place knowledge   Locational knowledge  Human and Physical Geography  Geographical skills and fieldwork 



 

Place knowledge   Locational knowledge  Human and Physical Geography  Geographical skills and fieldwork 

 

 

 

  KS1 Coverage – Year 2 

 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

 

To
p

ic
 

 
Muck, Mess & Mixtures 

 
Street Detectives  

 
Tunnels, Towers & 

Turrets 

 
Once Upon A Time 

 
Wriggle & Crawl 

 
Land Ahoy  
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To understand geographical 
similarities and differences 
through studying the human 
and physical geography of a 
small area of the United 
Kingdom, and of a small area 
in a contrasting non-European 
country 

Use geographical language 
to explain: 
key human features, 
including: city, town, village, 
factory, farm, house, office, 
port, harbour and shop 
 
Use simple compass 
directions (North, South, 
East and West) and 
locational and directional 
language [for example, near 
and far; left and right], to 
describe the location of 
features and routes on a 
map 

Name, locate and identify 
characteristics of the four 
countries and capital cities 
of the United Kingdom and 
its surrounding seas 
 
Use world maps, atlases 
and globes to identify the 
United Kingdom and its 
countries, continents and 
oceans studied at this key 
stage. 

Name and locate the 
world’s seven continents 
and five oceans 
 

Use basic geographical 
vocabulary to refer to key 
physical features, 
including: beach, cliff, 
coast, forest, hill, 
mountain, sea, ocean, 
river, soil, valley, 
vegetation, season and 
weather 
 
Devise a simple map; and 
use and construct basic 
symbols in a key 

Name and locate the 
world’s seven continents 
and five oceans 
 
Identify seasonal and daily 
weather patterns in the 
United Kingdom and the 
location of hot and cold 
areas of the world in 
relation to the Equator and 
the North and South Poles  
 
 

 

Sk
ill

 

Use a range of sources to 
gather geographical 
knowledge  
 
Develop atlas reading skills  

Carry out a small survey of 
the local area/ school  
 
Use pro-forma to collect 
data 
 
Follow routes on a map  

Use photos and maps to 
identify landmarks and 
features  
 
 

Use aerial photographs 
and plan perspectives to 
recognise landmarks and 
basic human and physical 
features 

Ask and answer 
geographical questions  

To begin to offer reasoning 
as to why world geography 
is changing  

 

Ex
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s 
 Mary Seacole – Jamaica 

comparison  
 Shops in Potton 
Potton highstreets  
Halloween trail  
Walk into Potton  

Castles from the 4 
kingdoms  
Tower landmarks (Big Ben 
etc.)  

Tower landmarks from 
around the world (Pisa, 
Eiffel, etc.)  

Sketch maps of the school 
Habitat map labelling 
Minibeast hunt routes  

Climate change 
Pirates – maps of the world 
Explorers – mapping the 
oceans  



LKS2 

  KS2 Coverage – Year 3 

 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

 

To
p

ic
  

Tribal Tales 
 

Mighty Metals 
 

Gods and Mortals  
 

Scrumdiddlyumptious 
 

Flow 
 

Predator 

 

C
u

rr
ic

u
lu

m
 O

b
je

ct
iv

e 
 

Describe and understand 
key aspects of human 
geography, including: types 
of settlement and land use, 
economic activity including 
trade links, and the 
distribution of natural 
resources including energy, 
food, minerals and water 

Use the eight points of a 
compass, four and six-
figure grid references, 
symbols and key (including 
the use of Ordnance Survey 
maps) to build their 
knowledge of the United 
Kingdom and the wider 
world 

Understand 
geographical similarities 
and differences through 
the study of human and 
physical geography of a 
region of the United 
Kingdom, a region in a 
European country, and 
a region within North or 
South America 
 

Locate the world’s 
countries, using maps 
to focus on Europe 
(including the location 
of Russia) and North 
and South America, 
concentrating on their 
environmental regions, 
key physical and 
human characteristics, 
countries, and major 
cities 

Describe and 
understand key aspects 
of physical geography, 
including: climate zones, 
biomes and vegetation 
belts, rivers, mountains, 
volcanoes and 
earthquakes, and the 
water cycle 

Use maps, atlases, 
globes and 
digital/computer 
mapping to locate 
countries and describe 
features studied 
 
Use fieldwork to 
observe, measure, 
record and present the 
human and physical 
features in the local area 
using a range of 
methods, including 
sketch maps, plans and 
graphs, and digital 
technologies. 

 

Sk
ill

  

Be competent with 
geographical skills needed 
to collect, analyse and 
communicate a range of 
gathered data.  

Use 4 figure compasses, 
and letter/number co-
ordinates to identify 
features on a map 
 

 Locate places of 
interest using a range of 
maps, including digital 
and OS  
 

Ask geographical 
questions and use 
accurate terminology 

Draw annotated 
sketches from 
observations including 
descriptive/ explanatory 
labels indicating 
direction   

Use a simple database 
to present findings from 
fieldwork  

 

Ex
am

p
le
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Stone Age Settlements  
Bronze/Iron Age changes  
Knowing where to look for 
an archaeological dig site.  

Mapping out Iron Age 
Hillforts 
Stonehenge mapping  

Comparison between 
London and Athens 
(capital cities) and 
Ghana 
(scrumdiddlyumptious 
link?) 

Climate for cocoa trees 
to grow 

Volcano/earthquakes  
Layers of the earth  
River mapping  

 Mapping the peregrine 
flacon 
Mapping crocodile/ 
alligator territory across 
the world  

Place knowledge   Locational knowledge  Human and Physical Geography  Geographical skills and fieldwork 

 



  LKS2 Geography Coverage – Year 4 

 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 
 

To
p

ic
  

I am Warrior!  
 

Potions 
 

Invaders!  
 

Burps, Bottoms and 
Bile  

 
Blue Abyss  

 
Misty Mountain, 

Winding River 

 

C
u
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m
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m
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Understand geographical 
similarities and differences 
through the study of 
human and physical 
geography of a region of 
the United Kingdom, a 
region in a European 
country, and a region 
within North or South 
America 

Use the eight points of a 
compass, four and six-
figure grid references, 
symbols and key 
(including the use of 
Ordnance Survey maps) 
to build their knowledge 
of the United Kingdom 
and the wider world 

Locate the world’s 
countries, using maps 
to focus on Europe 
(including the location 
of Russia) and North 
and South America, 
concentrating on their 
environmental regions, 
key physical and human 
characteristics, 
countries, and major 
cities 
 
Name and locate 
counties and cities of 
the United Kingdom, 
geographical regions 
and their identifying 
human and physical 
characteristics, key 
topographical features 
(including hills, 
mountains, coasts and 
rivers), and land-use 
patterns; and 
understand how some 
of these aspects have 
changed over time 

Describe and 
understand key aspects 
of human geography, 
including: types of 
settlement and land 
use, economic activity 
including trade links, 
and the distribution of 
natural resources 
including energy, food, 
minerals and water 

Identify the position 
and significance of 
latitude, longitude, 
Equator, Northern 
Hemisphere, Southern 
Hemisphere, the 
Tropics of Cancer and 
Capricorn, Arctic and 
Antarctic Circle, the 
Prime/Greenwich 
Meridian and time 
zones (including day 
and night) 

Describe and 
understand key aspects 
of physical geography, 
including: climate 
zones, biomes and 
vegetation belts, rivers, 
mountains, volcanoes 
and earthquakes, and 
the water cycle 



 

Sk
ill

 

Identifying similarities and 
differences of human and 
physical geography 
through geographical case 
studies 
 

Recognise and use OS 
map symbols, including 
completion of a key and 
understanding why it is 
important 
 

Learn to use large scale 
maps and globes  

Drawing sketch maps 
from high viewpoints  

Ask and answer 
geographical questions  
 
Form opinions based 
on geographical data  

Begin to use 8 figure 
compass and four 
figure grid references 
to identify features on 
a map 
 

 

Ex
am

p
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Comparing England to 
Italy 
Roman towns – set up of 
the Vatican etc.  

Roman medicine – 
where were ingredients 
gathered?  
Map Roman towns & 
give reasons for 
settlement there 

 Tracking Viking 
Invasion across the 
North Sea (locating 
countries)  

Viking Kingdoms and 
why they were used as 
they were  

Positioning of Great 
Barrier Reef – climate 
change/ over-fishing 
consequences   
 

 River Thames Study 
UK Mountain studies  

 

Place knowledge   Locational knowledge  Human and Physical Geography  Geographical skills and fieldwork 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  KS2 Coverage – Year 5 

 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 
 

To
p

ic
  

Stargazers  
 

Dynamic Dynasties 
 

Firedamp and Davy 
Lamps 

 
Off with her head   

 
Pharaohs  

 
Time Traveller  

 

C
u
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u
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m
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To name and locate counties 
and cities of the United 
Kingdom, geographical 
regions and their identifying 
human and physical 
characteristics, key 
topographical features 
(including hills, mountains, 
coasts and rivers), and land-
use patterns; and understand 
how some of these aspects 
have changed over time  
 

To human geography, 

including: types of 

settlement and land use, 

economic activity including 

trade links, and the 

distribution of natural 

resources including energy, 

food, minerals and water 

To describe and 
understand key aspects 
of physical geography, 
including: climate zones, 
biomes and vegetation 
belts, rivers, mountains, 
volcanoes and 
earthquakes, and the 
water cycle 

To describe and 
understand key aspects 
of human geography, 
including: types of 
settlement and land use, 
economic activity 
including trade links, and 
the distribution of natural 
resources including 
energy, food, minerals 
and water 

To use maps, atlases, 
globes and 
digital/computer mapping 
to locate countries and 
describe features studied  
 

To understand 
geographical similarities 
and differences through 
the study of human and 
physical geography of a 
region of the United 
Kingdom, a region in a 
European country, and a 
region within North or 
South America 

 

Sk
ill

 

Use compass points, grid 
references and scale to 
interpret maps, including 
Ordnance Survey maps, with 
accuracy. 
 

Ask and answer key 
geological questions and 
make links between 
decisions made, and 
effectiveness of 
geographical landscape  

Use a range of maps of 
different scales, and globes 
with increasing 
independence 

Describe how the 
characteristic of a 
settlement changes as it 
gets bigger (settlement 
hierarchy). 

Use 8 figure compass and 
six figure grid references 
to identify features on a 
map with increasing 
independence  
 

Observe, measure, 
record and present the 
human and physical 
features in the local area 
using a range of methods 
including sketch maps, 
plans and graphs, and 
digital technologies. 
 

 

Ex
am
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 UK areas of industry 

Peak District 
 

Great Wall of China 
Rice and tea importation 
 

Climates 
View from space 
Earth physical geography 
Comparison to other 
planets 

London through the ages 
 

The importance of the 
Nile 
Location of resources 
Cities and countries   

Potton in the past vs 
Potton in the future 
Changes in our high 
street 

 

Place knowledge   Locational knowledge  Human and Physical Geography  Geographical skills and fieldwork 

 

 



 

 

  KS2 Coverage – Year 6 

 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

 

To
p

ic
  

A Child’s War 
 

Frozen Kingdom 
 

Blood Heart 
 

Gallery Rebels   
 

Darwin’s Delights  
 

Hola Mexico!  

 

C
u
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m
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m
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Use the eight points of a 
compass, four and six-figure 
grid references, symbols and 
key (including the use of 
Ordnance Survey maps) to 
build their knowledge of the 
United Kingdom and the 
wider world. 

Identify the position and 
explain the significance of 
latitude, longitude, 
equator, Northern 
Hemisphere, Southern 
Hemisphere, the Tropics of 
Cancer and Capricorn, the 
Arctic and Antarctic Circles, 
the Prime (or Greenwich) 
Meridian and time zones 
(including day and night). 

Describe and understand 
key aspects of human 
geography, including: 
types of settlement and 
land use, economic 
activity including trade 
links, and the distribution 
of natural resources 
including energy, food, 
minerals and water 

Use maps, atlases, globes 
and digital/computer 
mapping to locate 
countries and describe 
features studied. 

Use the eight points of a 
compass, four and six-
figure grid references, 
symbols and key 
(including the use of 
Ordnance Survey maps) 
to build their knowledge 
of the United Kingdom 
and the wider world. 

Identify the position and 
significance of latitude, 
longitude, Equator, 
Northern Hemisphere, 
Southern Hemisphere, 
the Tropics of Cancer and 
Capricorn, Arctic and 
Antarctic Circle, the 
Prime/Greenwich 
Meridian and time zones 
(including day and night). 

 

Sk
ill

 

Use lines of longitude and 
latitude or grid references to 
find the position of different 
geographical areas and 
features. 

Use globes and atlases 
independently to find and 
name both polar regions 
and other significant 
geographical features of 
the world.  

Ask and answer 
geographical questions, 
forming opinions based on 
fieldwork gathered  

Use satellite imaging and 
maps of different scales 
to find out geographical 
information about a 
place. 

Use lines of longitude 
and latitude or grid 
references to find the 
position of different 
geographical areas and 
features. 

Use world maps and 
satellite images to locate 
Mexico, identifying which 
hemisphere it is in, its 
location in relation to the 
equator, and its 
surrounding countries. 

 

Ex
am

p
le
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 Evacuation locations 

Targets of the Blitz 
 

Polar regions 
Making comparisons 

England/ world as a living 
thing links. 
Waterways, pollution, 
climate change etc.  

Exploring Paris 
World Tour 
Art museums 

Darwin’s route 
Galapagos 
Biodiversity 

Locating Mexico 
Chihuahuan Desert 
Cities of ancient Maya 

 

Place knowledge   Locational knowledge  Human and Physical Geography  Geographical skills and fieldwork 

 

 

 

 



 

*Teaching in KS3 follows a two-year rolling programme 

Place knowledge   Locational knowledge  Human and Physical Geography  Geographical skills and fieldwork 

  KS3 Coverage – 2021-2022 

 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

 

To
p

ic
 It’s your planet! 

 
 

Maps and mapping About the UK Glaciers Africa In the Horn of Africa 

 

C
u
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 extend their 
locational 
knowledge and 
deepen their 
spatial awareness 
of the world’s 
countries, using 
maps of the 
world to focus on 
Africa, Russia, 
Asia (including 
China and India), 
and the Middle 
East, focusing on 
their 
environmental 
regions, including 
polar and hot 
deserts, key 
physical and 
human 
characteristics, 
countries and 
major cities 

 understand, 
through the use 
of detailed place-
based exemplars 

 extend their 
locational 
knowledge and 
deepen their 
spatial awareness 
of the world’s 
countries, using 
maps of the 
world to focus on 
Africa, Russia, 
Asia (including 
China and India), 
and the Middle 
East, focusing on 
their 
environmental 
regions, including 
polar and hot 
deserts, key 
physical and 
human 
characteristics, 
countries and 
major cities 

 build on their 
knowledge of 
globes, maps and 
atlases, and apply 

 extend their 
locational 
knowledge and 
deepen their 
spatial awareness 
of the world’s 
countries, using 
maps of the 
world to focus on 
Africa, Russia, 
Asia (including 
China and India), 
and the Middle 
East, focusing on 
their 
environmental 
regions, including 
polar and hot 
deserts, key 
physical and 
human 
characteristics, 
countries and 
major cities 

 understand, 
through the use 
of detailed place-
based exemplars 

 understand, 
through the use 
of detailed place-
based exemplars 
at a variety of 
scales, the key 
processes in: 
physical 
geography 
relating to: 
geological 
timescales and 
plate tectonics; 
rocks, weathering 
and soils; 
weather and 
climate, including 
the change in 
climate from the 
Ice Age to the 
present; and 
glaciation, 
hydrology and 
coasts 

 human 
geography 
relating to: 
population and 

 extend their 
locational 
knowledge and 
deepen their 
spatial awareness 
of the world’s 
countries, using 
maps of the 
world to focus on 
Africa, Russia, 
Asia (including 
China and India), 
and the Middle 
East, focusing on 
their 
environmental 
regions, including 
polar and hot 
deserts, key 
physical and 
human 
characteristics, 
countries and 
major cities 

 understand 
geographical 
similarities, 
differences and 

 extend their 
locational 
knowledge and 
deepen their 
spatial awareness 
of the world’s 
countries, using 
maps of the 
world to focus on 
Africa, Russia, 
Asia (including 
China and India), 
and the Middle 
East, focusing on 
their 
environmental 
regions, including 
polar and hot 
deserts, key 
physical and 
human 
characteristics, 
countries and 
major cities 

 understand 
geographical 
similarities, 
differences and 



at a variety of 
scales, the key 
processes in: 
physical 
geography 
relating to: 
geological 
timescales and 
plate tectonics; 
rocks, weathering 
and soils; 
weather and 
climate, including 
the change in 
climate from the 
Ice Age to the 
present; and 
glaciation, 
hydrology and 
coasts 

 understand how 
human and 
physical 
processes 
interact to 
influence and 
change 
landscapes, 
environments 
and the climate; 
and how human 
activity relies on 
the effective 
functioning of 
natural systems 

 

and develop this 
knowledge 
routinely in the 
classroom and in 
the field 

 interpret 
Ordnance Survey 
maps in the 
classroom and 
the field, 
including using 
grid references 
and scale, 
topographical 
and other 
thematic 
mapping, and 
aerial and 
satellite 
photograph 

 use fieldwork in 
contrasting 
locations to 
collect, analyse 
and draw 
conclusions from 
geographical 
data, using 
multiple sources 
of increasingly 
complex 
information 

at a variety of 
scales, the key 
processes in: 
physical 
geography 
relating to: 
geological 
timescales and 
plate tectonics; 
rocks, weathering 
and soils; 
weather and 
climate, including 
the change in 
climate from the 
Ice Age to the 
present; and 
glaciation, 
hydrology and 
coasts 

 understand how 
human and 
physical 
processes 
interact to 
influence and 
change 
landscapes, 
environments 
and the climate; 
and how human 
activity relies on 
the effective 
functioning of 
natural systems 

 build on their 
knowledge of 
globes, maps and 

urbanisation; 
international 
development; 
economic activity 
in the primary, 
secondary, 
tertiary and 
quaternary 
sectors; and the 
use of natural 
resources 

 interpret 
Ordnance Survey 
maps in the 
classroom and 
the field, 
including using 
grid references 
and scale, 
topographical 
and other 
thematic 
mapping, and 
aerial and 
satellite 
photograph 

links between 
places through 
the study of the 
human and 
physical 
geography of a 
region in Africa 
and a region in 
Asia 

 human 
geography 
relating to: 
population and 
urbanisation; 
international 
development; 
economic activity 
in the primary, 
secondary, 
tertiary and 
quaternary 
sectors; and the 
use of natural 
resources 

 build on their 
knowledge of 
globes, maps and 
atlases, and apply 
and develop this 
knowledge 
routinely in the 
classroom and in 
the field 

links between 
places through 
the study of the 
human and 
physical 
geography of a 
region in Africa 
and a region in 
Asia 

 understand, 
through the use 
of detailed place-
based exemplars 
at a variety of 
scales, the key 
processes in: 
physical 
geography 
relating to: 
geological 
timescales and 
plate tectonics; 
rocks, weathering 
and soils; 
weather and 
climate, including 
the change in 
climate from the 
Ice Age to the 
present; and 
glaciation, 
hydrology and 
coasts 

 human 
geography 
relating to: 
population and 
urbanisation; 



atlases, and apply 
and develop this 
knowledge 
routinely in the 
classroom and in 
the field 

 interpret 
Ordnance Survey 
maps in the 
classroom and 
the field, 
including using 
grid references 
and scale, 
topographical 
and other 
thematic 
mapping, and 
aerial and 
satellite 
photograph 

international 
development; 
economic activity 
in the primary, 
secondary, 
tertiary and 
quaternary 
sectors; and the 
use of natural 
resources 

 understand how 
human and 
physical 
processes 
interact to 
influence and 
change 
landscapes, 
environments 
and the climate; 
and how human 
activity relies on 
the effective 
functioning of 
natural systems 

 build on their 
knowledge of 
globes, maps and 
atlases, and apply 
and develop this 
knowledge 
routinely in the 
classroom and in 
the field 

 

Ex
am

p
le

s 

Environments people 
live in 
History of the Earth 
through geological 
periods 

Mental maps 
OS maps 
World Maps 
Thematic maps 
Aerial photographs 

UK places, weather, 
population and 
population distribution 
Climate of the UK 

Ice age 
Glaciers and the glacial 
processes and 
landforms 
Ice coverage 

Africa: maps, countries, 
population, population 
distribution 
History of Africa 

Physical geography of 
Africa and different 
biomes 



How people live in 
different environments 

Local maps, maps of the 
school grounds 
 

Physical geography of 
the UK 
Map work: UK, weather 
and population 

Lives for selected 
people and people that 
live in different places 
People working in 
different industries 
 

 

  KS3 Coverage – 2022-2023 

 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

 

To
p

ic
 Using Geographical 

Information Systems 
(GIS) 

Earning a living Coasts Russia Russia Cont. / The 
Middle East 

The Middle East 

 

C
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 extend their 
locational 
knowledge and 
deepen their 
spatial awareness 
of the world’s 
countries, using 
maps of the 
world to focus on 
Africa, Russia, 
Asia (including 
China and India), 
and the Middle 
East, focusing on 
their 
environmental 
regions, including 
polar and hot 
deserts, key 
physical and 
human 
characteristics, 
countries and 
major cities 

 human 
geography 

 human 
geography 
relating to: 
population and 
urbanisation; 
international 
development; 
economic activity 
in the primary, 
secondary, 
tertiary and 
quaternary 
sectors; and the 
use of natural 
resources 

 build on their 
knowledge of 
globes, maps and 
atlases, and apply 
and develop this 
knowledge 
routinely in the 
classroom and in 
the field 

  

 understand, 
through the use 
of detailed place-
based exemplars 
at a variety of 
scales, the key 
processes in: 
physical 
geography 
relating to: 
geological 
timescales and 
plate tectonics; 
rocks, weathering 
and soils; 
weather and 
climate, including 
the change in 
climate from the 
Ice Age to the 
present; and 
glaciation, 
hydrology and 
coasts 

 understand how 
human and 

 extend their 
locational 
knowledge and 
deepen their 
spatial awareness 
of the world’s 
countries, using 
maps of the 
world to focus on 
Africa, Russia, 
Asia (including 
China and India), 
and the Middle 
East, focusing on 
their 
environmental 
regions, including 
polar and hot 
deserts, key 
physical and 
human 
characteristics, 
countries and 
major cities  

 understand 
geographical 

 extend their 
locational 
knowledge and 
deepen their 
spatial awareness 
of the world’s 
countries, using 
maps of the 
world to focus on 
Africa, Russia, 
Asia (including 
China and India), 
and the Middle 
East, focusing on 
their 
environmental 
regions, including 
polar and hot 
deserts, key 
physical and 
human 
characteristics, 
countries and 
major cities 

 understand 
geographical 

 extend their 
locational 
knowledge and 
deepen their 
spatial awareness 
of the world’s 
countries, using 
maps of the 
world to focus on 
Africa, Russia, 
Asia (including 
China and India), 
and the Middle 
East, focusing on 
their 
environmental 
regions, including 
polar and hot 
deserts, key 
physical and 
human 
characteristics, 
countries and 
major cities 

 understand 
geographical 



relating to: 
population and 
urbanisation; 
international 
development; 
economic activity 
in the primary, 
secondary, 
tertiary and 
quaternary 
sectors; and the 
use of natural 
resources 

 build on their 
knowledge of 
globes, maps and 
atlases, and apply 
and develop this 
knowledge 
routinely in the 
classroom and in 
the field 

 interpret 
Ordnance Survey 
maps in the 
classroom and 
the field, 
including using 
grid references 
and scale, 
topographical 
and other 
thematic 
mapping, and 
aerial and 
satellite 
photograph 

physical 
processes 
interact to 
influence and 
change 
landscapes, 
environments 
and the climate; 
and how human 
activity relies on 
the effective 
functioning of 
natural systems 

 build on their 
knowledge of 
globes, maps and 
atlases, and apply 
and develop this 
knowledge 
routinely in the 
classroom and in 
the field 

 interpret 
Ordnance Survey 
maps in the 
classroom and 
the field, 
including using 
grid references 
and scale, 
topographical 
and other 
thematic 
mapping, and 
aerial and 
satellite 
photograph 

similarities, 
differences and 
links between 
places through 
the study of the 
human and 
physical 
geography of a 
region in Africa 
and a region in 
Asia 

 understand, 
through the use 
of detailed place-
based exemplars 
at a variety of 
scales, the key 
processes in: 
understand how 
human and 
physical 
processes 
interact to 
influence and 
change 
landscapes, 
environments 
and the climate; 
and how human 
activity relies on 
the effective 
functioning of 
natural systems 

 human 
geography 
relating to: 
population and 
urbanisation; 

similarities, 
differences and 
links between 
places through 
the study of the 
human and 
physical 
geography of a 
region in Africa 
and a region in 
Asia 

 understand, 
through the use 
of detailed place-
based exemplars 
at a variety of 
scales, the key 
processes in: 

 human 
geography 
relating to: 
population and 
urbanisation; 
international 
development; 
economic activity 
in the primary, 
secondary, 
tertiary and 
quaternary 
sectors; and the 
use of natural 
resources 

 understand how 
human and 
physical 
processes 
interact to 

similarities, 
differences and 
links between 
places through 
the study of the 
human and 
physical 
geography of a 
region in Africa 
and a region in 
Asia 

 human 
geography 
relating to: 
population and 
urbanisation; 
international 
development; 
economic activity 
in the primary, 
secondary, 
tertiary and 
quaternary 
sectors; and the 
use of natural 
resources 

 understand how 
human and 
physical 
processes 
interact to 
influence and 
change 
landscapes, 
environments 
and the climate; 
and how human 
activity relies on 



 use Geographical 
Information 
Systems (GIS) to 
view, analyse and 
interpret places 
and data 

 use fieldwork in 
contrasting 
locations to 
collect, analyse 
and draw 
conclusions from 
geographical 
data, using 
multiple sources 
of increasingly 
complex 
information 

 

international 
development; 
economic activity 
in the primary, 
secondary, 
tertiary and 
quaternary 
sectors; and the 
use of natural 
resources 

 understand how 
human and 
physical 
processes 
interact to 
influence and 
change 
landscapes, 
environments 
and the climate; 
and how human 
activity relies on 
the effective 
functioning of 
natural systems 

 build on their 
knowledge of 
globes, maps and 
atlases, and apply 
and develop this 
knowledge 
routinely in the 
classroom and in 
the field 

 interpret 
Ordnance Survey 
maps in the 
classroom and 

influence and 
change 
landscapes, 
environments 
and the climate; 
and how human 
activity relies on 
the effective 
functioning of 
natural systems 

 build on their 
knowledge of 
globes, maps and 
atlases, and apply 
and develop this 
knowledge 
routinely in the 
classroom and in 
the field 

 interpret 
Ordnance Survey 
maps in the 
classroom and 
the field, 
including using 
grid references 
and scale, 
topographical 
and other 
thematic 
mapping, and 
aerial and 
satellite 
photograph 
 

the effective 
functioning of 
natural systems 

 build on their 
knowledge of 
globes, maps and 
atlases, and apply 
and develop this 
knowledge 
routinely in the 
classroom and in 
the field 

 interpret 
Ordnance Survey 
maps in the 
classroom and 
the field, 
including using 
grid references 
and scale, 
topographical 
and other 
thematic 
mapping, and 
aerial and 
satellite 
photograph 
 



the field, 
including using 
grid references 
and scale, 
topographical 
and other 
thematic 
mapping, and 
aerial and 
satellite 
photograph 

 

Ex
am

p
le

s 

GIS - the big picture 
Role of GIS in fighting 
crime 
Population – the big 
picture 
Population of the UK 
Population comparisons 
around the world 
 
 
 
 

Earning a living- the big 
picture 
Where are there jobs? 
UK’s changing 
employment structure 
Change in and around 
Doncaster 
Employment in other 
countries 
Advertising campaigns 
 

UK coasts 
Waves and tides 
Waves at work 
Landforms created by 
waves 
Protecting places from 
the sea 
How long can 
Happisburgh hang on? 
The coast and us 

Meeting Russia 
History of Russia 
Exploring the main 
physical features of 
Russia 
Russia’s climate zones 
and biomes 
People and population 
of Russia 
Tour of European 
Russia. 
 

Sakha – Russia’s biggest 
region 
How is Russia doing? 
Connections between 
the Middle East and the 
Ottoman Empire 
The Middle East physical 
geography 
Climate zones and 
biomes of the Middle 
East 
Comparisons of the 
climate zones and 
biomes between the 
Middle East and Russia 

People of the Middle 
East 
In depth look at the 
physical and human 
features of the Arabian 
Peninsula 
Conflict in the Middle 
East 
Israel and the state of 
Palestine 

 

 

Place knowledge   Locational knowledge  Human and Physical Geography  Geographical skills and fieldwork 

 

 


