
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

History Curriculum coverage and Progression  

2021-22 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  KS1 Coverage - Year 1 

 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 
 

To
p

ic
 

 
Enchanted Woodland 

 
Moon Zoom 

 
Bright Lights, Big City  

 
Paws, Claws and 

Whiskers   

 
Superheroes  

 
Dinosaurs  

 
C

u
rr

ic
u

lu
m

 s
ta

te
m

en
t 

 

Learn about significant 
people, places and events 
in their own locality  
 
 
To understand historical 
concepts such as 
continuity and change 
 
 

Learn about significant 
individuals from the 
past, nationally or 
globally. 
 
 
To understand ways in 
which we find out about 
the past and different 
ways it can be 
represented.  
 
 
 

Learn about events 
beyond living memory 
which are significant 
nationally or globally 
 
To identify words and 
phrases related to the 
passing of time.  
 

Learn about changes 
within living memory, 
where possible in their 
own lives 
 
To identify similarities 
and differences 
between ways of life in 
different time periods. 
 

Learn about significant 
individuals from the 
past.  
 
 
 
To identify similarities 
and differences 
between ways of life 
in different time 
periods.  
 

To ask and answer 
questions about the 
past  
 
 
 
To identify different 
ways which knowledge 
and information can be 
presented  

 
Sk

ill
 

Sort artefacts (e.g. 
pictures) into ‘then’ and 
‘now’  

Use a range of resources 
to gather and present 
information  

Sequence 
events/objects/ 
pictures in 
chronological order  

Present information in 
different ways (role-
play/ posters) 

Sequence events or 
objects in 
chronological order 
(understanding 
meaning of 
chronology)  

Use a range of 
resources to gather 
historical information  

 
Ex

am
p

le
s 

 Housing developments in 
Potton 
New parks/ woodlands  

Buzz Aldrin & Neil 
Armstrong 
  
 
 

Changes in Potton 
Toys from the past 
 

Great Fire of London  
Jubilees and 
coronations  

Florence Nightingale  Dinosaur   

 

Key Vocabulary:  

Past, present, national, monarch, parliament, here, now, then, yesterday, tomorrow, last week, last year, years ago, a long time ago, first, next, finally, then, after that, 

local,  

 



  KS1 Coverage - Year 2 

 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 
 

To
p

ic
 

 
Muck, Mess & Mixtures 

 
Street Detectives  

 
Tunnels, Towers & 

Turrets  

 
Once Upon a Time  

 
Wriggle & Crawl 

 
Land Ahoy 

 
C

u
rr

ic
u

lu
m

 s
ta

te
m

en
t 

 

Learn about significant 
individuals from the past, 
nationally or globally. 
 
 
To understand ways in 
which we find out about 
the past and different 
ways it can be 
represented.  

Learn about significant 
people, places and 
events in their own 
locality  
 
 
To understand historical 
concepts such as 
continuity and change 
 

Learn about significant 
people, places and 
events in their own 
locality  
 
 
To understand 
historical concepts such 
as continuity and 
change 
 

Learn about hierarchy 
and power  
 
 
 
To identify words and 
phrases related to the 
passing of time.  
 
 

Learn about events 
beyond living memory 
which are significant 
nationally or globally 
 
 

Learn about significant 
individuals from the 
past.  
 
 
 
To identify similarities 
and differences 
between ways of life in 
different time periods.  
 

 
Sk

ill
 

Compare pictures/ 
photographs of 
people/places from the 
past, and now  

Ask and answer 
questions to gather 
information about the 
past  

To order artefacts and 
pictures chronologically 
using specific dates   

To use a source – who, 
when, why, how, what 
to find out about an 
event/ person 

Present information in 
a range of different 
ways for a purpose  

Describe similarities 
and differences 
between periods of 
time – giving reasoning  

 
Ex

am
p

le
s 

 Mary Seacole (herbal 
remedies)  

Changes in Potton high 
street 
Changes in shops/ 
houses 
 

Changes to buildings/ 
structures 
Formation of castles  

 Kings & Queens 
Henry V111  

Windrush movement  
Wright Brothers  

Amelia Earhart 
Christopher Columbus  
The Wright Brothers  

 

Key vocabulary  

Society, technology, inventions, local, commemorative, artefact, hierarchy, decade, century, chronological 

 

 

 

 



  KS2 Coverage – Year 3  

 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 
 

To
p

ic
 

 
Tribal Tales 

 
Mighty Metals 

 
Scrumdiddlyumptious 

 
Gods and Mortals   

 
Flow 

 
Predator  

 
C

u
rr

ic
u

lu
m

 
st

at
em

en
t 

 

To learn about changes in 
Britain from the Stone 
Age to the Iron Age 

To learn about changes 
in Britain from the Stone 
Age to the Iron Age  

To study an 
aspect/theme of British 
history that brings 
children’s knowledge 
beyond 1066 

To study ancient Greek 
life and achievements, 
and their impact on 
the Western world   

To study a turning 
point in British History  
e.g. railways  

To conduct a local 
history study 

 
Sk

ill
 

Compare the everyday 
lives of the people in the 
time period studied, with 
our lives today  

To understand 
reasoning behind 
peoples actions and why 
decisions were made in 
the past  

To place significant 
dates (which are close 
in time) on a timeline – 
explaining importance  

Begin to use a range of 
resources to research a 
topic  

To present 
information in a range 
of ways, for a target 
audience  

To select and record 
information relevant to 
a study  

 
Ex

am
p

le
s 

 

Neolithic hunter gatherers 
Early farming 
Skara Brae  
 

Iron Age hill forts  
Mining history within 
Britain  

History of Cadbury’s 
brand 
 

Ancient Greek culture 
(art, literature)  
Archimedes   

Railway evolution 
(built upon knowledge 
of rivers for transport)  

RSPB History   
 

 

Key Vocabulary 

AD, BC, settlements, monuments, cause and consequence, achievements, influences, democracy, trial and jury, government and rule, 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  KS2 Coverage – Year 4 

 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 
 

To
p

ic
 

 
I am warrior!  

 
Potions 

 
Invaders 

 
Burps, Bottoms and 

Bile   

 
Blue Abyss  

 
Misty Mountain, 
Winding Rivers  

 
C

u
rr

ic
u

lu
m

 s
ta

te
m

en
t 

 

Learn about the Roman 
Empire and its impact on 
Britain  

To understand historical 
contexts such as 
continuity and change  

Learn about the Viking 
and Anglo-Saxon battle 
for the Kingdom of 
England to the time of 
Edward the Confessor  
 
Learn about Britain’s 
settlement by the 
Anglo-Saxons and 
Scots.  
 
A study of a period of 
British history that 
extends chronological 
knowledge beyond 
1066 

To study an aspect/ 
theme of British 
history, extending 
knowledge beyond 
1066 

To study an aspect/ 
theme of British 
history, extending 
knowledge beyond 
1066 

Complete a local 
history study  

 
Sk

ill
 

To place events from a 
period studied on a 
detailed timeline 
including BC/AD 

To present a thoughtful 
selection of historical 
information through 
reports, narrative or in-
depth study  

Offer a reasonable 
explanation for some 
events  

Select data and 
organise it into a data 
file to answer historical 
questions  

To begin to evaluate 
the usefulness of 
different sources  

Use a wider range of 
research methods to 
build up a historic 
picture  

 
Ex

am
p

le
s 

 

Julius Caesar’s invasion 
Roman army  
Claudius invasion 
British resistance 
(Boudica) 
‘Romanisation’ on Britain  

 Medieval medicine 
(witchcraft links)  
As it witchcraft?  

Vikings  
Saxons & Vikings  

Norman Invasion  Titanic 1912  River Severn & Lea 

 

Key Vocabulary  

Roman empire, Roman civilization, enquiry, medicine and herbs, invasion, tactics, Celts, longboat, army, attack and defence,  



  KS2 Coverage – Year 5 

 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 
 

To
p

ic
 

 
Stargazers  

 
Dynamic Dynasties 

 
Firedamp and Davy 

Lamps 

 
Off with her head   

 
Pharaohs  

 
Time Traveller  

 
C

u
rr

ic
u

lu
m

 s
ta

te
m

en
t 

 

Know and understand 
significant aspects of the 
history of the wider 
world: the nature of 
ancient civilisations; the 
expansion and dissolution 
of empires; characteristic 
features of past non-
European societies; 
achievements and follies 
of mankind. 

The achievements of the 
earliest civilizations – an 
overview of where and 
when the first 
civilizations appeared 
and a depth study of 
one of the following: 
Ancient Sumer; The 
Indus Valley; Ancient 
Egypt; The Shang 
Dynasty of Ancient 
China 

Study an aspect or 
theme in British history 
that extends pupils’ 
chronological 
knowledge beyond 
1066. 

A study of an aspect or 
theme in British history 
that extends pupils’ 
chronological 
knowledge beyond 
1066. 

The achievements of 
the earliest 
civilizations – an 
overview of where 
and when the first 
civilizations appeared 
and a depth study of 
one of the following: 
Ancient Sumer; The 
Indus Valley; Ancient 
Egypt; The Shang 
Dynasty of Ancient 
China 

Complete a local 
history study  

 
Sk

ill
 

Explain why an aspect of 
world history is 
significant. 

Sequence and make 
connections between 
periods of world history 
on a timeline. 

Frame historically valid 
questions about 
continuity and change 
and construct informed 
responses. 

To develop pupil’s 
chronological 
understanding of dates 
and place these on a 
time line.  

To create an in-depth 
study of the 
characteristics and 
importance of a past 
or ancient civilisation 
or society (people, 
culture, art, politics, 
hierarchy). 

Create an in-depth 
study of an aspect of 
British history beyond 
1066 

 
Ex

am
p

le
s 

 Galileo 
Isaac Newton 
The Race to Space 
Hidden Figures  

Yinxu 
Shang Dynasty 
Oracle Bones 
 

History of coal 
Improvements in 
technology 
Industrial revolution 

Tudor Dynasty 
6 wives of Henry VIII 
 

Tutankhamun 
Building of the 
pyramids 
Development of a 
civilisation  

Changes in the British 
high street 
Study of Potton 

 

Key Vocabulary  

USSR, USA, Innovation, Pioneer, Shang, Technological advances, Tudors, Civilisation, Heirarchy 

 



  KS2 Coverage – Year 6 

 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 
 

To
p

ic
 

 
A Child’s War 

 
Frozen Kingdom 

 
Blood Heart 

 
Gallery Rebels   

 
Darwin’s Delights  

 
Hola Mexico!  

 
C

u
rr

ic
u

lu
m

 s
ta

te
m

en
t 

 

A study of an aspect or 
theme in British history 
that extends pupils’ 
chronological knowledge 
beyond 1066 

A study of an aspect or 
theme in British history 
that extends pupils’ 
chronological 
knowledge beyond 1066 

A study of an aspect or 
theme in British history 
that extends pupils’ 
chronological 
knowledge beyond 
1066 

A study of an aspect or 
theme in British history 
that extends pupils’ 
chronological 
knowledge beyond 
1066 

A study of an aspect or 
theme in British 
history that extends 
pupils’ chronological 
knowledge beyond 
1066. 

A non-European 
society that provides 
contrasts with British 
history – one study 
chosen from: early 
Islamic civilization, 
including a study of 
Baghdad c. AD 900; 
Mayan civilization c. 
AD 900; Benin (West 
Africa) c. AD 900-1300. 

 
Sk

ill
 

Evaluate the human 
impact of war, 
oppression, conflict and 
rebellion on the everyday 
life of a past or ancient 
society 

Think critically, weigh 
evidence, sift arguments 
and present a 
perspective on an 
aspect of historical 
importance.  

Sequence and make 
connections between 
periods of world history 
on a timeline. 

To develop pupil’s 
chronological 
understanding of dates 
and place these on a 
time line. 

Describe some of the 
significant 
achievements of 
mankind and explain 
why they are 
important. 

Create an in-depth 
study of the 
characteristics and 
importance of a past or 
ancient civilisation or 
society (people, 
culture, art, politics, 
hierarchy) 

 
Ex

am
p

le
s 

 

Evacuation 
The Blitz 

Titanic 
Ernest Shackleton 
Robert Falcon Scott 

History of medicine 
Alexander Flemming 
Marie Curie 

Periods of Art History 
Fact Files on Artists 
Sequencing and Time 
Lines 

Charles Darwin 
Evolution of the 
Western world 

Mayan civilisation 

 

Key Vocabulary  

Evolution, Evacuation, Exploration, Dynamic, Mayan civilisation 

 

 



 

KS3 

*Teaching is completed on a two-year rolling programme for KS3 

  KS3 Coverage 2021-2022 

 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

 
To

p
ic

 

 
The Tudors 

 
The Tudors 

 
What was Tudor life 

like? 

 
The Stuarts   

 
The Stuarts  

 
The Stuarts  

 
C

u
rr

ic
u

lu
m

 
st

at
em

en
t 

 

the development of 
Church, state and society 
in Britain 1509-1745 
 

the development of 
Church, state and 
society in Britain 1509-
1745 
 

the development of 
Church, state and 
society in Britain 1509-
1745 
 
a local history study 

the development of 
Church, state and 
society in Britain 1509-
1745 
 

the development of 
Church, state and 
society in Britain 1509-
1745 
 

the development of 
Church, state and 
society in Britain 1509-
1745 
 

 
Sk

ill
 

Historical enquiry 
Change and continuity 
Cause and consequence 
Using evidence and 
source work 
 

Change and continuity 
Cause and consequence 
Significance 
Interpretations 
making links and 
connections 

Historical enquiry 
Using evidence and 
source work 
Change and continuity 
Cause and consequence 
Significance 
Making 
links/connections 
Explore similarities and 
differences. 

Historical enquiry 
Chronological 
understanding 
Understanding 
cultural, ethnic and 
religious diversity. 
Making links and 
connections 

Cause and 
consequence 
Significance 
Making links and 
connections 
Exploring similarities 
and differences 

Using evidence and 
source work 
Interpretations 
Change and continuity 
Cause and 
consequence. 



 
Ex

am
p

le
s 

 

What was Britain like in 
1509? 
What was Henry VIII like? 
Who’d want to marry 
Henry VIII? 

Edward VI: the boy King 
How bloody was Bloody 
Mary? 
Elizabeth’s middle way. 
Who is the most 
successful Tudor 
Monarch? Was it Henry 
VIII, Edward VI, Mary I 
or Elizabeth I? 

What were the Tudors 
like? 
How did people have 
fun in Tudor times? 
Fashion victims. 
Crime and punishment. 
How did Britain build 
and empire? 
How was Britain 
involved in the slave 
trade? 

The scruffy Stuart 
Remember, remember 
the fifth of November! 
Which witch is which? 
Why did the English 
start fighting each 
other? 
Match day: 
roundheads versus 
cavaliers. 
What was new about 
the model army? 

Why was King Charles 
I sentenced to death? 
Oliver Cromwell: the 
man who banned 
Christmas. 
Cromwell: curse of 
Ireland? 
Cromwell: hero or 
Villain? 
 

Who was the merry 
Monarch? 
Can you cure King 
Charles II? 
Samuel Pepys diary 
entries.  
The Great Fire of 
London. 

 

 

  KS3 Coverage 2022-2023 

 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

 
To

p
ic

 

 
The Georgians 

 
The Georgians/The 

Victorians 

 
The Georgians/The 

Victorians 

 
The Georgians/The 

Victorians 

 
The Georgians/The 

Victorians 

 
The Georgians/The 

Victorians 

 
C

u
rr

ic
u

lu
m

 s
ta

te
m

en
t 

 

ideas, political power, 
industry and empire: 
Britain, 1745-1901 

ideas, political power, 
industry and empire: 
Britain, 1745-1901 
 
the study of an aspect or 
theme in British history 
that consolidates and 
extends pupils’ 
chronological 
knowledge from before 
1066 

ideas, political power, 
industry and empire: 
Britain, 1745-1901 

ideas, political power, 
industry and empire: 
Britain, 1745-1901 
 
a local history study 

ideas, political power, 
industry and empire: 
Britain, 1745-1901 

ideas, political power, 
industry and empire: 
Britain, 1745-1901 
 
challenges for Britain, 
Europe and the wider 
world 1901 to the 
present day 



 
Sk

ill
s 

Historical enquiry 
Change and continuity 
Cause and consequence 
Using evidence and 
source work 
 

Change and continuity 
Cause and consequence 
Significance 
Interpretations 
making links and 
connections 

Historical enquiry 
Using evidence and 
source work 
Change and continuity 
Cause and consequence 
Significance 
Making 
links/connections 
Explore similarities and 
differences. 

Historical enquiry 
Chronological 
understanding 
Understanding 
cultural, ethnic and 
religious diversity. 
Making links and 
connections 

Cause and 
consequence 
Significance 
Making links and 
connections 
Exploring similarities 
and differences 

Using evidence and 
source work 
Interpretations 
Change and continuity 
Cause and 
consequence. 

 
K

e
y 

q
u

es
ti

o
n

s 
an

d
 

U
n

it
s 

o
f 

w
o

rk
 

What was Britain like 250 
years ago? 
Why did the population 
‘explode’? 

How did factories create 
towns? 
What was ‘black gold’? 
A new ‘Age of iron’ 
The end of the ‘Cripple 
Factory’ 

Turnpike fever, Canal 
mania, What were ‘iron 
horses’? 
What was the industrial 
revolution? 

What made Sheffield 
stink? 
Who were the heroes 
of public health? 

Britain versus France 
in North America. 
In what way is the 
execution of a French 
King linked to Britain? 

Little Boney will get 
you! 
How did ‘Nelson’s 
touch’ win the Battle 
of Trafalgar? 
Waterloo – Napoleon’s 
last stand. 
 

 


