Every child can...
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Welcome to Potton Federation
Potton Federation consists of Potton Lower School (for children from Reception
to Year 4) and Potton Middle School (for children from Year 5 through to Year 8).
We share a spacious, excellently resourced site in the East Bedfordshire town of
Potton and attract children from Potton itself as well as the surrounding villages.
Through an outstanding educational experience, inspiring teaching and an
engaging curriculum, we have high expectations for all our pupils.
Our schools are busy communities that strive hard for high standards in all things
and our staff are committed to providing a true education for life.
We welcome visits to the school by prospective parents to come and see us at
work and play.

Our address:
Mill Lane, Potton,
Bedfordshire SG19 2PG
Executive Headteacher
Mrs Cathy Smart
Acting Deputy Headteacher
Miss Charlotte Coppenhall
Potton Lower School 01767 260239
plsoffice@pottonfederation.co.uk
Potton Middle School 01767 260034
pmsoffice@pottonfederation.co.uk
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Head’s Welcome

Head’s Welcome
Welcome to the Potton Federation – we look forward to sharing with you what
we have to offer to our pupils and their parents.
Relationships are very important to us and those that we develop with our
children, their families; our community and the wider world enable us to create a
warm, caring and happy ethos where everyone is welcome.
Our priority is the happiness of our pupils and within our schools there is a
common feeling of being involved, supported and successful.
The happy child is likely to be the most fulfilled, and we want pupils above all to
enjoy their time with us. Learning itself should be challenging and stimulating.
We are unashamedly demanding in our academic standards; we firmly believe
that there is no ceiling on achievement and that every child can achieve their
true potential.
We will be happy to show you around either of our schools for you to experience
our friendly atmosphere and meet our children as they learn together.
We look forward to meeting you.
Cathy Smart
Executive Headteacher

Admissions
Application for places at both schools must be submitted via your home
Local Authority and the Admissions procedures will be in line with the Central
Bedfordshire Co-ordinated Scheme.
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Welcome to
Potton Lower School

Welcome to Potton Lower School
Settling in
We know that starting school is a big milestone in the life of any child and their
parents. That’s why we work closely with you to make sure your child is happy,
secure and ready to learn. Whether he/she is starting in Reception or has moved
from another school, we’ll do everything we can to help them settle and play an
active part in school life.
Our facilities:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

•

Eight classrooms in the main school
Two Reception classes
An outdoor learning space
Two sets of gym equipment and
finger mazes
Climbing wall
Interactive whiteboards in every
classroom
Plenty of breakout spaces for small
group work
A courtyard garden
A large well-stocked library used daily
A fully equipped ICT Suite
A hall for sports, assemblies and
lunches (cooked daily on the
premises)
Two adventure playgrounds

Our Reception unit (which divides
into two classrooms or can be
opened up into one large space) is
located within the main school, but
is separate in that its corridor leads
from the main hall in a different
direction from the other classes.
This allows the younger children
to get to know the school more
gradually. Although they are
encouraged to mix with the main
school and have access to the
resources, they are able to be selfcontained as they grow in confidence.
The unit has its own fenced
playground and grassy area that is
well equipped with toys and climbing
equipment appropriate to the age
group. The children can use the bikes,
dressing-up clothes, sand, water,
tyres, playhouse, hoops and balls as
they play and learn.
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Potton Lower School

Potton Lower School
Quick facts:

All years:

• School years Reception, 1, 2, 3 & 4

• Regular home-school
communication using the
‘ClassDojo’ app or website

• We take up to 300 pupils aged
4-9 years
• The school day is 8.50am – 3.20pm
• There is a break in the morning
and afternoon
• Breakfast, after-school and holiday
club in adjoining pre-school
Features of the Reception Classes:
• Daily parent-teacher contact
at the school gate
• Outdoor learning in a safe
fenced playground
• Topic-based curriculum
• Individual learning plans
• Gradual transition into whole
school events
• Playground buddies from Year
4 at lunchtimes

• Daily phonics, maths and reading
• Progress and kindness are
rewarded, courage and personal
achievements celebrated
• Weekly music, values and
celebration assemblies
Children with Special
Educational Needs
We believe Every Child Can. We
welcome admissions from children
with special educational needs and
work closely with parents, health
professionals and social workers to
deliver personal care and learning
plans that are right for your child. If
you have any queries, please speak to
the SENDCO who can be contacted
through either school office.
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Extra Curricular Activities
and Parental Involvement

Extra Curricular
As well as high academic standards
across the two schools we also
believe that our children should have
as many opportunities as possible
to try new things and enjoy exciting
experiences.

• A residential trip is offered to every
child in Year 4.
• Trips - theatre, panto, museums,
parks and more
• Visitors in school from puppet
workshops to professional
musician’s workshops, authors and
circus skills!

We also know that parental support
is vital for a child to be happy and
successful at school. So, we arrange
as many opportunities as we can for
you to come into school to see your
children in their classroom, during a
performance or at a special event.

• PTA

• Class assemblies with performances
to parents and the rest of the school

Voice and Values Committee

• Plays - Christmas and/or end of
term Key Stage performances
• Concerts including the well-loved
‘Proms in the Playground’
• Clubs - sports, drama, maths, film
club, French, choir and many more
• Celebration of Work events, once a
term, allow your children to show
you their books and work

• Fancy dress days to support the
curriculum or National events

The object of our Voice and Value
Committee is to help children to feel
empowered that the school responds
to their needs and views. It allows
them to let adults know their opinions
about things that affect them, have a
say in decisions and to play an active
role in making their school a better
place. It also develops life skills through
participation in group meetings.
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Results

Results in 2019
We are proud of the progress and achievement of our children. From their first
year with us in Reception, through to the SATS in Year 2 and Year 6, they achieve
significantly above local and national levels.

Reception
Children are deemed to have achieved a Good Level of Development (GLD) if
they have achieved the Early Learning Goals (ELG) in the Early Years Foundation
Stage (EYFS) curriculum areas of Personal, Social and Emotional Development,
Physical Development, Communication and Language Development, Literacy
and Mathematics.
Good level of
development

Potton Lower

Central Beds

National

87%

73%

72%

Year 2

This chart shows the percentage of children meeting or exceeding the expected
age related standard.
Potton Lower

Central Beds

National

Reading

81%

78%

75%

Writing

85%

72%

69%

Numeracy

80%

77%

76%

Year 6
This chart shows the percentage of children meeting or exceeding the expected
age related standard.
Potton Middle

Central Beds

National

Reading

80%

71%

73%

Writing

83%

77%

78%

Maths

75%

77%

79%

Grammar,
Punctuation &
Spelling

80%

-

78%

Combined
(Reading, Writing
& Maths)

64%

61%

65%
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