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Religious Education (RE) and Collective Worship Policy 

Introduction 

Our school RE curriculum is based on the LA Agreed Syllabus ‘Identities, meaning, Values 2018-2023’. 

At Potton Federation we develop the children’s understanding of different faiths through a range of 
teaching techniques. We enable children to explore different religions set out by the LA and make 
connections between their own beliefs and others. We encourage our children to share their own 
views while valuing others. Respecting other views supports our school ethos and values by teaching 
the children greater understanding and respect for other people. 

The principal aim of RE 

The principal aim of RE is to explore what people believe and what difference this makes to how they 
live, so that pupils can gain the knowledge, understanding and skills needed to handle questions raised 
by religion and belief, reflecting on their own ideas and ways of living.  

Potton Federation RE Intent 

Through our RE curriculum at the Potton Federation, our intent is to ensure that all pupils can do the 
following: 

1. Make sense of a range of religious and non- religious beliefs. 

2. Understand the impact and significance of religious and non-religious beliefs. 

3. Make connections between religious and non-religious beliefs, concepts, practices and ideas 
studied.  

Teachers across the Federation use these intentions set by the LA Agreed syllabus to guide their think-
ing, planning and teaching of the RE curriculum. 

These are woven together to provide breadth and balance 

within teaching and learning about religions and beliefs, 
underpinning the intentions of RE. Teaching and learning 

in the classroom will encompass all three elements, allow-
ing for overlap between elements as suits the religion, con-

cept and question being explored. 

In addition, our intent is to educate pupils within a local 

context, ensuring that our children at the Potton Federa-
tion are respectful to each other’s beliefs in our local com-
munity.  

Impact of RE Education 

Each of the three intentions are important, and pupils should make progress in all of these. Teachers 

at the Potton Federation assess against these statements to monitor the children’s progress. Below 

are the end-of-phase outcomes for each element. Each unit provides learning outcomes specific to 
each of the questions, leading to these end-of-phase outcomes. 
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Religions taught at the Potton Federation 

In line with the law, the requirement is that all pupils develop their understanding of Christianity in 
each Key Stage. In addition, across the age ranges, pupils will develop understanding of the principal 
religions represented in the UK.  

Pupils are to study, in depth, the religious traditions of the following groups:  

4–5s  

Reception 

Children will encounter Christianity and other faiths as part of their grow-
ing sense of self, their own community and their place within it.  

5-7s 

Key Stage 1 

Year 1 and 2 

Christians, Jews and Muslims.  

7-11s 

Key Stage 2 

Year 3, 4, 5 and 6 

Christians, Muslims, Hindus and Jews. 

11- 14s 

Key Stage 3 

Year 7 and 8 

Christians, Muslims, Sikhs and Buddhists 

 

Additional studies are suitable in all age ranges where pupils from other religions are in the school.  

When planning RE, teachers at the Potton Federation choose from a range of questions to investigate 

with their pupils. These questions or themes follow a religion or group of religions.  

Implementation of RE at Potton Federation 

At Potton Lower School the teachers have the option to teach RE across a full day or in separate one-

hour sessions. As the themes are taught under a big question, many teachers decide to teach this 

across a full day. This is because the lessons can flow easily and helps the children to make connec-
tions. Teachers teach an RE day or equivalent each half-term. Potton Lower School also hold a yearly 

Year Three Trip to the faith community in Queens Park, Bedford, which is rich in both culture and 
religion, with Christians, Muslims and Sikhs living together in harmony. The Faith Tour provides an 
opportunity to bring RE alive through first-hand experience, enhance the spiritual, moral and social 
and cultural development of our pupils, and, experience community cohesion at work. At Potton Mid-
dle School, RE is taught in weekly one hour sessions.  

For both schools, the learning is practical and engaging for the pupils. Pupils can share their expertise 

in a given topic through; discussion, pictures, words, analysing texts or group projects. How the pupils 

share their learning will be dependent on the topic and what the teacher determines to be suitable. 
We actively encourage visitors into school to share their RE expertise. We have termly visits from Open 
the Book and the local reverend. Where possible, we visit the local Potton Church to participate in a 
range of activities.  

 

Parental right of withdrawal from RE 
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RE is a legal requirement for all pupils aged between 5-14. However, under the 1944 and 1988 Acts, 

parents have the right to withdraw their children from Religious Education. Parents who wish to do so 
are encouraged to discuss this with the Head Teacher or RE Coordinator. After this meeting, if parents 
still wish to withdraw their child, they should give written notice to the Head Teacher. It is important 

to note that RE is very different now. It is open, broad and explores a range of religious and non-
religious worldviews.  

Collective Worship 

Definition of Collective Worship 

Collective Worship is a time when the whole school, or groups within the school meet in order to 
consider and reflect on common concerns, issues and interests. It offers all pupils an opportunity to 
worship through engaging in relevant, meaningful experiences. 

Aims of Collective Worship 

For the school:  

Collective Worship contributes to the ethos of Potton Federation and it is our aim that it is a time 
when the school community can: 

 Share common aims and values 

 Celebrate achievement and special times 

 Explore together the world in which we live 

 

For the pupils: 

We also intend that Collective Worship contributes to the development of the pupil as a ‘whole’ per-
son by providing the opportunities to: 

 explore their own beliefs 

 share their understand of values 

 develop their understanding of values and how these impact everyone 

 reinforce positives attitudes 

 explore the world that we live in 

 to promote all forms of equality and foster greater understanding of and respect for people 
who do not share the same view and beliefs as them.  

 

 

Collective Worship at Potton Federation 

There are many times as a school in which we meet. These aren’t always to worship but do take an 
‘assembly’ format. Assemblies at Potton Federation teach, celebrate and discuss a variety of topics. In 
our Values assemblies, we teach the children about the whole school values, and how these impact 
our every day lives. We complete scenarios and discuss what is right or wrong. During these assem-
blies, we actively encourage the pupils to participate through offering their thoughts and views. Some 
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assemblies focus on weekly achievement and encourage our pupils to do their best. Each week we 

hold a Celebration of Achievement assembly to actively praise the work the children are completing. 
We also celebrate children’s birthdays and teach the children why their birthdays are so special. 
Where possible, we also have guest speakers join our assemblies. Visitors that we have had in the past 

are; Potton Library, Reverend Gill, The Potton Fire Service, Bikeabilty, Salvation Army and many more. 
Finally, some assemblies aim to celebrate world days such as; Remembrance Day, Chums, Comic Relief 
and Children in Need to name a few.  

We value our student voices and each term hold a Whole School Meeting, where pupils discuss what 
is going well and what could be improved in our school. Each classes bring two items forward to discuss 

at the Whole School Meeting. As a school, we then invite the other pupils to think of ways to move 
forward with these ideas. 

 
 


