
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

September 2018 
RE: Lower School Cornerstones Curriculum 

 
Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
At Potton Lower School, we believe the most important underlying principle of a curriculum is to nurture and 
foster a love of learning. We believe that a successful curriculum is brought to life by high quality teaching, 
inspirational learning activities and opportunities to listen and plan for the developing interests and motivations 
of children. That is why we have made the decision to follow the nationally recognised Cornerstones 
Curriculum.  
 
What is the Cornerstones Curriculum? 
 
The Cornerstones Curriculum is a creative and thematic approach to learning that is mapped to the 2014 
National Curriculum to ensure comprehensive coverage of national expectations. Our new curriculum will be 
delivered through Imaginative Learning Projects (ILPs) which will provide a rich menu of exciting and motivating 
learning activities that make creative links between all aspects of our children’s learning.  
 
We believe children learn better when they are encouraged to use their imagination and apply their learning to 
engaging contexts. Our new curriculum will provide lots of learning challenges throughout the academic year 
that will require children to solve problems, apply themselves creatively and express their knowledge and 
understanding effectively across the curriculum. 
 
Cornerstones also provide a rigorous essential skills framework that outlines the end of year expectations in all 
subjects. These essential skills are tied to activities and are age related so that class teachers can track children’s 
progress and identify their individual learning needs. 
 
To find out more about what we will be teaching this term, please see the information overleaf or visit the 
Cornerstones website: https://cornerstoneseducation.co.uk 

 
If you have any queries or questions about the above, please do not hesitate to contact myself or your child’s 
class teacher. 
 
Yours Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
Miss C Coppenhall 
Acting Deputy Headteacher 
Potton Federation 
 
 
 
 

https://cornerstoneseducation.co.uk/


 
 

 

Cornerstones Curriculum 
 

At Potton Lower School, we believe the most important underlying principle of a curriculum is to 

foster a love of learning. We believe that a successful curriculum is brought to life by high quality 

teaching, inspirational learning activities and opportunities to listen and plan for the developing 
interests and motivations of children. That is why we have made the decision to follow the highly 

regarded Cornerstones Curriculum. It is built upon a four-stage teaching and learning philosophy.  

 
The Four Cornerstones Areas: ENGAGE - DEVELOP - INNOVATE - EXPRESS 

 

During the Engage stage, children will: 
 have memorable first-hand experiences - for example going on a visit outside the classroom or 

inviting a specialist visitor into the classroom 

 have WOW experiences - Investigate and Discover 

 be introduced in exciting ways to the new topic or theme  

 begin initial research and set enquiry questions 

 have lots of opportunity to make observations 

 develop spoken language skills 

 take part in sensory activities  

 have a great deal of fun, allowing them to fully 'engage' with their new topic  

 

 

During the Develop stage, children will: 
 dig much deeper to develop their skills, knowledge and understanding of a topic across the 

curriculum 

 practice their newfound skills 

 compose, make, do, build, investigate, explore, write for different purposes, read across the 

curriculum 

 research their own questions and those posed by others  

 follow new pathways of enquiry based on their own interests 
 complete homework activities that support their learning in school  

 

 

During the Innovate stage, children will:  
 apply previous skills, knowledge and understanding in real life contexts 

 be challenged with real or imagined problems and situations to solve using knowledge and 

skills from the earlier stages 

 be inspired with imaginative and creative opportunities 

 have time to revisit skills, knowledge and understanding not grasped during the develop stage 

 have the opportunity to take on different roles  

 

 

During the Express stage, children will: 
 become the performers, the experts, the informers 

 share their achievements with others in many different ways...parents, classmates and the 

community 

 evaluate finished products/processes 

 tie learning back to the beginning 

 celebrate 

 



Example of 2018/19 Half-Termly Topic Overview 
 

 Autumn 1 Details: 

 

 

 

 

Reception 

 

 

 

 

 

Do you want to be 
friends? 

Do you want to be friends? Would you like to play with me? 

Explore these questions and more in this project about friendship, 

being kind and working together. 

 

An introduction to build confidence and to support new 

friendships to grow. Together, make a ‘Good friend checklist’ and 

word wands by writing friendship words on stars. Use mirrors, paper 

and pots of different drawing materials to draw portraits of 

themselves and their friends. Read the stories, My Mum by 

Anthony Browne and Superhero Dad by Timothy Knapman to 

stimulate conversations about people who help us at home. 

Discuss ‘Who helps you?’ and ‘How do they help you?’ Share 

experiences and routines, and compare them to each other. Even 

learn to take ‘selfies’ of their new found friendships! 

 

 

Year 1 

 

 

 

 

 

Moon Zoom! 

The countdown has begun. Are you ready for blast off? 
 

This half term, we’ll travel through space to learn about the Solar 

System. We’ll investigate an alien crash site, write an incident report 

and try to find the aliens who have landed. Where could they be? 

We’ll make models of the Solar System and design spaceships, 

space buggies and space-related toys. Books and photographs will 

help us to learn about the first lunar landing and the astronauts 

who venture into space. Floor robots will be programmed to move 

around an alien landscape, and we will compose space sounds 

and dances. We’ll also explore satellite images, investigate rockets 

and use ICT to communicate our ideas and present our work. 
 

At the end of our project, we’ll share our learning in a variety of 

different ways. We’ll read our exciting science-fiction stories aloud, 

sing space-themed songs and create an exhibition of our space 

models. It will be out of this world! 

Year 2 

 
Muck, Mess and 

Mixtures 

Let’s get messy! Muck and mess is good! In fact, it’s mega-

marvellous! 

 

Dive in and get your hands and feet all sticky and covered in 

paint. Play with liquids, squish some dough and check out the 

slushies and mushiest foods. Pour, mix, stir, splat! How does it feel to 

get your hands covered in goo? Make a wobbly jelly and draw 

with wibbly clay. Write recipes, instructions, riddles and poems – 

there are loads of scrummy words to describe messy mixtures! Work 

with paint and other squelchy stuff to create a new gallery space. 

What will you make? How will you arrange it? How will the gallery 

make you and your visitors feel? 

 

Don’t worry about the mess… it’ll always wash! 

Year 3 Tribal Tales Let’s travel back to prehistoric times! This half term we’re going to 
find a prehistoric site in our local area by studying maps and 

researching online. Through our research, we’ll learn about the Stone 
Age, the Bronze Age and the Iron Age. What were people’s daily lives 

like and what epic battles did they fight? Using techniques such as 
cutting, scraping and mark making, we’ll make Stone Age tools. We’ll 
look closely at cave paintings and create our own. As we learn about 



the Bronze Age, we’ll build monuments and investigate their 
shadows. In science, we’ll plant grains and learn about plant life 
cycles. Copying the Beaker folk style, we’ll make clay containers. 
Then, we’ll travel to the Iron Age to learn about hill forts and the 
properties of iron. We’ll also make Iron Age jewellery. During an 

exploratory dig, we’ll find all sorts of objects and creatures. What will 
we uncover? 

Year 4 I am a Warrior We are brave, powerful warriors, and we will meet in battle! This half 
term, we’ll divide into two warring groups: the Celts and the Romans. 
In our battle games, who will be victorious? We’ll research Celtic and 

Roman warriors and write soliloquies as soldiers. Using different 
source materials we’ll investigate the Roman Empire and read Roman 

numerals. After designing and making shields, we’ll test them in 
battle and practise our attacking and defending skills. The Celtic 

warrior queen, Boudicca, will inspire us to create stories, models and 
artwork. We’ll write plays about gladiators and a menu for wealthy 
Romans. Using maps, globes and information books, we’ll compare 

Britain (the home of the Celts) and Rome (the home of the Romans). 

 

 

 

 

 
Term Reception Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 

Autumn 2 

Why do 
squirrels hide 

their nuts? 

The Enchanted 
Woodland 

Street 
Detectives 

Mighty Metals Potions 

Spring 1 
Will you read 
me a story? 

Bright Lights, 
Big City 

Once upon a 
time 

Gods and Mortals, Traders 

and 

Raiders 

Spring 2 
Do cows drink 

milk? 

Paws, claws 
and whiskers 

Towers, 
tunnels and 

turrets 

Scrumdiddlyumptious Burps 

Bottoms 

and Bile 

Summer 1 
Why do zebras 
have stripes? 

Superheroes Land Ahoy 
Flow Blue Abyss 

Summer 2 
Are we there 

yet? 
Splendid Skies 

Wriggle and 
Crawl 

Predator Road Trip 

USA 

 

 
For further information, visit: https://cornerstoneseducation.co.uk/why-cornerstones/ 

 

https://cornerstoneseducation.co.uk/why-cornerstones/

