February 2018 - 3

Dear Parents and Carers

The title ‘The Spring Term’ always sounds hopeful! Lighter mornings and evenings, spring
flowers and buds emerging always give hope for optimism. Our pupils are working really
hard, they tell us so very loudly and clearly. When Mrs Willcocks and I visit lessons we always
ask the children about their learning and they usually respond that they are both learning in
their lessons and enjoying this learning. Interestingly, when we ask the question, ‘are you
working hard? Nearly every pupil states that they are! Learning has to be challenging and
has to involve thought, decision making as well as failure in order to reach success. We want
all of our young people to have the confidence to try hard and not be put off when the going gets tough. The
lesson observations this term show that they are determined and enthusiastic and want to succeed and as the
saying goes, ‘you can’t do better than your very best!’
I would like to thank our pupils for publically representing the school so well recently. They’ve met a famous
poet, visited other schools, played a range of sport as well as interviewing for a new member of staff, and that’s
only in the last few weeks! If expectations are high, our pupils rise to the occasion - I am determined that these
expectations remain high!
Attendance
The government has done a lot of research on children’s attainment and how it is affected by absence. There is
a clear link between poor attendance at school and lower academic achievement. Pupils who are regularly
absent from school quickly develop gaps in their learning so progress is slowed and their ability to meet or
exceed related learning expectations is reduced. It is very important that your child attends school every day.
The government expectation is that all children attend for at least 95% of the year. This is equivalent to
approximately 5 days absence each year, including any days taken for religious observance. It is your legal
responsibility to ensure that your child attends school regularly and on time. The parents of a child whose
attendance falls below 90% will receive a letter informing them of the fact that their child is now considered to
be a Persistent Absentee. The child will remain on the Persistent Absentee register until their attendance
increases above the 90% threshold.
It is really important that everyone starts the school day together at 8:45am. Our school doors open at 8:35am
in order for all pupils to meet with friends, place items on pegs or in lockers and generally organise themselves
for a prompt registration at 8:45am. We go straight into lessons/assembly at 9:00am and immediately start work.
Any late comers disrupt this and cause both embarrassment for the individual and disturbance to the
concentration of the class. Additionally, late arrival means that pupils miss any notices or messages for the day
and this makes them feel on ‘the back foot’. Your support in ensuring a prompt start is greatly appreciated.
Attendance at both schools is good, the number of certificates given out each term is testament to this. However,
we appreciate that sometimes illness does prevent attendance and would ask parents to contact school before
9:00am if your child will be absent. Thank you for your continuing support with this.

New Staff
We are delighted to welcome Mr Robinson as our new PE teacher and Head of Key Stage 3, to Potton Middle
School. He is an experienced teacher who joins us from Cambridgeshire. I am sure that many of you will meet
him over the coming weeks.
I hope that you enjoy your half term break, it is a well-deserved rest for the children and their teachers after a
busy half term.
Kindest regards
Cathy Smart
Executive Headteacher
A message from The Potton Federation Standards Committee
Dear Parents and Carers
This is an update from the Standards Committee of the Governing Body of the Potton Federation. (Committees
consider certain items in detail and report back to the main governing body and the Standards Committee’s main
focus is on the standard of achievement across both schools). Using established frameworks such as Ofsted
and Local Authority guidelines, we review progress and achievement of all year groups but in particular at the
key reporting periods - at the end of Foundation, the Phonics check at the end of Year 1, the checks at the end
of Year 2 and the SATS after Year 6.
We know that local feeder upper schools report that children from Potton Federation go on to be some of the
highest achieving pupils at GCSE given the great grounding they get here. Of course, we are also aware of the
progress of other year groups as they move through the school.
Our role on this committee is also to prepare for Ofsted inspections and so we are also aware of the progress
of key groups – boys v girls, children with additional needs as well as those who receive additional funding for a
variety of reasons. At the last standard’s meeting we reflected on the success of the Federation at all these
levels especially as we are performing well above local authority levels and indeed those of all the schools
around us. This is of course due to the dedication of an experienced staff team who continue to inspire our
children. We will soon be looking at half yearly data and talking through changes and plans to teaching as we
best support the needs of the children.
Our role of course, as governors, is not operational, we are guided by the experience and expertise of the Senior
Leadership Team. We also monitor the school’s attendance figures which are scrutinised on a very regular and
very detailed basis by the local authority. We are pleased that our school is meeting the attendance figures
expected and thank you for your support.
A group of governors recently undertook a Learning Walk around both schools and saw how investment in
curriculum resources are being used across the Federation to make learning interesting, fun as well as
educational!
As governors we undertake training courses either at Central Beds Council or online and by the time this is
published I will have attended a course at Chicksands about the continued changes to assessment and reporting
which help us understand and review data produced by the schools.
Have a happy Easter holidays.
Kind regards
Sarah Pryer
Chair of Standards Committee, Potton Federation

Letter from the Deputy Headteacher
The start of 2018 has been an exciting and busy time for our children and teachers.
The monthly Values Champions have enjoyed ‘Hot Chocolate with the Headteacher’, these
sessions encourage children to share their views about school life, providing us with
insightful pupil voice as well as the opportunity to enjoy hot chocolate and marshmallows to
celebrate their achievement! It was great to hear the December Champions discussing how
they enjoy the Cornerstones Topic homework projects.

The Governing Body carry our termly learning walks to support in the monitoring and evaluation of teaching and
learning. The most recent of these walks focused on Topic lessons and it was noted by the governors that the
new curriculum is ‘engaging and exciting’. It was my pleasure to be able to show governors the excellent
standards of creative writing that children are producing throughout their Topic books which support progress
towards their Big Writes. On the subject of Big Writes, I would like to take this opportunity to celebrate the
youngest of our budding writers by quoting some of the amazing work that Reception have produced. The
children did their first ever Big Write in January, their task was to retell the story of ‘Jack and the Beanstalk’:
‘Jack was going to sel hes cow. Jack met a man and he got sum beans. Jack went donw the bensork. The
gijnt fold Jack donw the ben sork.’ (Caspar Goldscheider)
‘Jac climd and he sor the gjint and he went fe fi foo fu smel the blud ov a ineli mn. Jac sels his cow for maic
bn’ (Sophia Wilamowska)
‘Jac sells his caw for majic bens. Jacs mum is angre. Jac clob the benstoc. Jac sees a gig crsl. He gos in
sid. Jac hids in cubbud. Jac stelld a bag of gold. Jac clabs bac down the benstoc.’ (Casper Whittaker)
What fantastic work! We are so proud of how much they have come on in just a term.
Wishing you all a fun and restful half term break. As ever, please encourage your child to read. We are looking
forward to celebrating World Book Day on 1st March and encourage children to come to school in fancy dress
related to their favourite story character.
Mrs Bingham is looking forward to talking some of our KS3 students to the Salters’ Festival of Chemistry at
Cambridge University in March so Spring at the Potton Federation is set to be busy!
Kind regards

Laura Willcocks
Deputy Headteacher

News from the year groups
Foundation

Miss Coppenhall – Starlings
Starlings have had an amazing start to the Spring Term. We really enjoyed
starting 2018 with ‘Cinderella’s Fairy-tale Ball’, where all of the children dressed
up as their favourite fairy-tale character. We began the day by opening the new
castle roleplay area where the children enjoyed being princesses and knights,
and ended the day with biscuits, dancing and singing in the afternoon.

A few weeks later, a giant beanstalk grew in our classroom overnight. The children had planted beans the night
before, and had the choice of planting, eating or throwing away their (jelly) bean. Although many were tempted
to eat theirs, we were so lucky that the planted one grew so big so quickly! We had lots of fun acting out the
story, and pretending to be a big, angry giant reciting ‘Fee Fi Fo Fum…’ We also planted real beans, and we
have loved watching the roots and shoots grow in our classroom.
Also this term, the children have completed their first Big Write. This is a short independent writing activity, and
all of the children utterly amazed me and they have made me so proud. It was a joy to read their writing and to
see how much progress they have made already. I have been proudly showing off their writing ever since.

In Numeracy, we have been learning to add and subtract. We particularly enjoyed
watching Little Bo Peep lose all of her sheep! The children have shown such
confidence in adding and subtracting, and we often see and hear them re-enacting
the lesson taught in their own learning choice time.

This week we read ‘The Fairy-tale Disaster’ and made our own magic potions from various liquids and mixtures.
We thought about what magical thing may happen after drinking them, and used our senses to describe them.
I am so proud of you all Starlings, and I cannot wait to start our new topic after half term, ‘Why do cows drink
milk?’ Have a wonderful half term break.

Miss Clarke – Hummingbirds
What a fantastic and busy term the children have had for the
start of 2018! Hummingbirds have really enjoyed this terms
topic ‘Will you read me a story’. We started off this term with
an invite to Cinderella’s ball and the children loved coming in
dressed up as their favourite fairy tale characters. Following
on from this, the children have searched for magic beans in
the classroom, discovered a giant beanstalk has grown and
have made yummy gingerbread men.
All the staff in the Foundation unit have been so proud of all
the children’s achievements this term, the children have
really shown us how much they have grown by beginning to
write their own sentences and completing their first ever Big
Write. It has been lovely to see the children get really
involved in the different fairy tales.
Hummingbirds favourite story has been ‘The Three Little Pigs’, we looked at what the best materials are to build
a house and lots of the children have been seen acting out the story in their learning choices with their peers.
In Maths the children have enjoyed looking for Little Bow Peeps lost sheep by helping her create some
subtraction number sentences. We have tidied up the flower beds and have added some spring bulbs, which
the children have planted themselves. They are so excited to see what the flowers are going to look like in
spring!
We look forward to seeing the children back after half term with our new topic ‘Do Cow’s drink milk?’

Key Stage 1

Miss Fordham – Robins
Wow! Another busy term we’ve had in Robins. This term our topic has been
‘Bright lights, big city’ focussing on London. Robins have been really excited to
find out all about the capital city. We’ve looked at lots of different sights in
London and shared our experiences of visiting London. In Literacy we have
been using what we have learnt about London in our own adventure stories.
This term in History we have been looking at the ‘Great Fire of London’ and
have even built our own houses using recycled materials. We’ve used
watercolours to mix different colours in order to create the effect of a fire behind
their silhouettes they have drawn in Art.
Robins have been very keen to learn more about the London Underground
and have designed our own station signs. We researched the names of the
stations and spent time discussing what would work best with our surnames.
Our finished designs our displayed outside of our classroom.
In Maths this term we have been exploring telling the time. Robins have really
impressed Miss Fordham with how quickly they understood how to tell the
o’clock and half past times. Lots of Robins keep checking the clock throughout
the school day to see what time it is!
Well done for all your hard work Robins. Have a lovely half term!

Mr Wimbleton – Puffins
This half term has been very exciting for the children as we have
explored the Bright Lights of London, from the present right back
to The Great Fire of London!
The children have been very engaged in learning about different
people, from Samuel Pepys to Banksy. The children wrote an
acrostic poem and planned a visit to London using their new
skills of telling the time. We created our own Underground signs,
and built our own model city (called Huffin Puffin City) which
really strengthened their teamwork.
Overall this topic has been a joy to teach and the children make
me incredibly proud with their enthusiasm to learn.

Mr Hodgson – Nightingales
Over this half-term we have really enjoyed our topic of ‘Street Detectives’. This topic has allowed us to investigate
the local community and environment. The children enjoyed a visit to our local town centre where they studied
the local businesses and people within our community. After this visit we looked at some individual businesses;
one business that we studied was the bakery.
We held a bakery day where the children baked items at home and brought these in for tasting. We then went
onto explore bread making a made a range of bread sculptures in the design of different animals and patterns.
Another business that we explored was the school, we looked a pictures from the past and present of schooling.
Thank you to those parents who sent in photos of the past, the children really enjoyed looking at these. Our final
project was to complete a 3D model of the town square, we hope that this will be on view during our Celebration
of Work afternoon.

Within mathematics this half-term the children have been working hard in preparation for SATs. We have been
refining our four operations and how to use written methods to solve a range of problems.
Throughout English, we have been studying letters, postcards and quest stories. The children enjoyed writing a
letter to the Potton Town Council about shops or a business that they would like to see in Potton. We explored
the advantages and disadvantages of these. Many children thought the idea of a local swimming pool would be
an excellent idea. When writing quest stories we explored the author ‘Oliver Jeffers’ and the children improved
one of his stories by adding wonderful descriptions.
We have had an exciting and busy half-term. Our next topic will be ‘Towers, Turrets and Tunnels’.

Miss Harris – Kingsfishers
Kingfishers have been enjoying their topic “Street Detectives” where they have been learning about the history
of Potton and comparing the modern day amenities. They have visited the town centre, they have been bakers
for the day and they explored the town using Google Earth and thought about the materials used to build modern
houses.
Through our PE session we have been learning about dance and movement and the class have really been
able to show off their moves by creating some fantastic routines.
We have finished the half term by taking part in the RSPB’s ‘Big school Birdwatch’ and have used our data
handling skills to log our results on the national database.
As per the letter that was sent out to parents, this is just a reminder that the children will now be calling me Miss
Harris and any communication you receive from me through school will also be under this name.
Lower Key Stage 2

Miss Coppenhall – Merlins
This half term has been really exciting for Merlins and fantastic way to start 2018!
The children have really enjoyed our Ancient Greece topic and have had plenty of opportunities to be creative.
From creating their own Trojan horse to building a Papier-mâché model of a Minotaur’s head. The children used
a range of materials to create these Ancient Greek masterpieces and the children have had a lot of fun making
them!
For Literacy this term, Merlins have been learning about a range of Greek Myths and Greek Gods. They have
taken on the role of Zeus, God of the Sky, to write a diary entry about his plan to defeat his evil father, Cronus.
Merlins have also been a part of an intriguing investigation to find out who entered and made a mess of the Year
3 classrooms late one evening. Merlins were thoroughly engrossed in this investigation, and particularly enjoyed
interviewing Mr Chatwin and Mrs Harris using a range of questioning techniques to find out any further
information about this mysterious incident. The investigation is still ongoing.

During our Topic lessons this half term, Merlins have been learning all about
Ancient Greece. Merlins have learnt about what it was like to be an Ancient
Greek soldier and even created a battle sequence to perform against
Woodpeckers (see picture). The children have also discovered where the
Olympics originated from and learnt how to write their name using the Greek
Alphabet.

Miss Bagnall – Woodpeckers
Woodpeckers have thoroughly enjoyed their topic for this half term - ‘Gods and Mortals’, where we have enjoyed
learning about Ancient Greece. We have read Greek myths and legends including, ‘The Minotaur’ and
‘Pandora’s Box’. The children have had fun making papier Mache Minotaur’s and even their own Pandora’s Box!
We also had a mysterious incident in Year 3 where a strange creature came
to visit the school… Woodpeckers have been investigating this alongside
Merlin’s, interviewing both Mrs Harris and Mr Chatwin and writing their own
newspaper reports!
Woodpeckers have really enjoyed their PE sessions this half term where
they have been doing dance and gymnastics with our coach, Gary. They
have had fun using the apparatus and traveling in different ways!
I am very excited for the next half term when Woodpeckers will be studying
one of my favourite topics, ‘Scrumdiddlyumptious!’

Mr Adams – Penguins
The Saxons have landed!
The New Year started with an invasion of Saxon longships in Year
4, and the children have thoroughly enjoyed learning about these
traders and raiders from Scandinavia. After constructing their own
longship, the children have learnt to create maps to identify shore
forts where the Saxons landed and settled. More recently, we have
created our own Saxon jewellery out of clay and pondered the
meanings of Saxon names to enable us to decide our own Saxon
names. As we near the end of our topic the children have started to
bring in their homework projects, we now have a wonderful display
of Saxon shields and weaponry as well as traditional flat bread.
Alongside our topic work we have studied a few myths and legends from the time of King Arthur. We recounted
the infamous story of 'The Sword in the Stone' and created character profiles to learn more about this legendary
King. We have continued learning about myths and legends in our ICT sessions. So far the children have created
wanted posters for characters, using software to create digital faces and learnt about fake news; creating our
own fake web pages on a word processing document.
After half term we move onto our new topic: Burps, Bottoms and Bile which promises to help the children learn
more about their bodies through practical and innovative activities. I hope you all enjoy half term and look forward
to our next instalment of Cornerstones topic learning.

Mrs Boston – Flamingos
What an amazing start to 2018 we have had in Flamingos. This half term we have stepped back in time in our
topic Traders and Raiders – and investigating how the Saxons and Vikings invaded England and looking at how
they drove the Britons from their land and took control of most of Britain. The children have enjoyed looking at
the Saxons day to life and comparing it to their own.
On our stunning start day we made replica longboats that they used to invade the UK and designed tools and
weapons. We have planned and created our own Saxon jewellery using clay and a range of different tools.

In literacy the children were captured and inspired, retelling the Legend of
‘King Arthur’ in their own words. They have also enjoyed researching
Anglo-Saxon names and writing them in the Runic alphabet.
We are all looking forward to a well-earned rest over half term and we are
keen to start our new topic, Burps, Bottoms and Bile!

Upper Key Stage 2

Mrs Layton and Miss Kirkham – Blue Jays
What a fantastic half term it has been for Blue Jays!
Mrs Layton has had a fun filled first half term teaching Maths and English.
Blue Jays have learnt about personification and have written letters to pestilence from the point of view of a rat.
Blue Jays have enjoyed some engaging maths lessons and are now fantastic at fractions, awesome at angles
and have conquered some tricky calculations.
Our topic “Peasants, Princes and Pestilence” has been very enjoyable this
half term. From creating leaflets all about the gory and gruesome symptoms
and cures of the Black Death, to investigating all about good and bad
bacteria.
This half term Blue Jays have shown their dramatic side, performing a news
report on the Black Death and hot seating as a disease ridden rat. Blue Jays
were excited to perform an experiment to discover where bacteria can be
found and we were shocked to discover the hand rail in our school had the
most bacteria. Disgusting - Remember to wash your hands Blue Jays!
Have a lovely half term.

Mrs Rider – Wagtails
Since we returned to school in January, Wagtails have been
developing skills in a range of subjects. Our topic, ‘Peasants,
Princes and Pestilence’ has taken us on a time travel to medieval
England and we have even hosted a family of plastic rats!
We have written as peasants revolting, rats complaining and doctors
attempting to cure The Black Death. For our science work we
collected samples of bacteria around the school and both our eyes
and noses were amazed at our results.
During PE on a Friday we have enjoyed playing table tennis and
have developed a real love for the sport.
I hope you all have a lovely half-term Wagtails!

Miss Carrington – Hawks
Where does the time go? Hawks have managed to squash an awful lot into a very short half term!
The school value for most of the half term has been friendship, which could not have been more apt for Hawks,
as we have welcomed to lovely new additions to our class. The election of our two ‘Friendship ambassadors’
has helped to ensure this value is foremost in the minds the children and help them to support each through the
first few weeks of 2018. We have managed to fill our ‘friendship bucket’ with friendly and kind acts towards each
other over the month, which is testament to the thoughtfulness of the children.
Although the Black Death has unfortunately managed to infect our class, sneaking into English, topic and science
work, we have managed to have an exciting, if rather gory, five weeks. The children are now well-equipped with
a variety of supposed ‘cures’ for the Black Death and can advise on how best to avoid the spread of unhealthy
bacteria as a result of our science investigation. Hawks seem to have really enjoyed their journey back in time
to the medieval period, as seen in their ingenious topic homework, which have once again been a display of
their hard work and enthusiasm.
Aside from avoiding the Black Death, we have been working hard on
division, place value, angles and fractions within maths, in all of which the
children are growing in confidence. Once again we have taken a lead on
attendance in upper KS2, managing to win the award for the first we
weeks of the year, which I think this is testament to our team spirit!
Well done everyone for their hard work over the last half term!

Mr Brooks – Eagles
Coughing, spluttering and sneezing are the more frequent sounds found in our classroom of late.
With a large proportion of the class - including myself - feeling the effects of an awful ‘January bug’, I have to
admit, the resilience and determination demonstrated by Eagles these past few weeks has been wonderful. Off
the back of a very long term laced with change and challenge, the children have still held true to our recent
values of respect, patience, thoughtfulness, caring and friendship.
Taking shelter from the deep chill and ice-cold winds, Eagles have trekked bravely and valiantly across the
treacherous terrain of the Frozen Kingdom.
The children were introduced to their new topic with a WOW experience in the form of a very messy, yet
enjoyable Science experiment. Challenged to develop their knowledge of how animals stay warm in the Polar
regions, the Eagles were covered in lard, inflated rubber gloves and dunked their hands in buckets of ice, cold
water…chilly stuff!
More recently, pupils have begun to dig much deeper into the snowy depths of
the ‘Frozen Kingdom’. We have debated where to place blame for the sinking of
the Titanic; written the final diary entry of Robert Falcon Scott’s fatal expedition to
the South Pole; produced a number of impressive haiku poems based on the
Northern Lights and authored some rather enchanting Narnia-inspired short
stories.

As part of our new topic, pupils have also been challenged to create mini projects, with work ranging from polar
animal models, clay figurines, winter collages and the odd ice jewel and artic word search! I’d just like to take
this opportunity to thank the parents who were central to the success of these projects; without your support,
the many wonderful presentations of work would have not come to fruition.

Miss Henson – Owls
Owls have been very busy with their Frozen Kingdom topic this term and have produced some amazing writing
this half term; Haikus describing the Northern Lights and diary entries from Antarctic explorer Robert Falcon
Scott.
They have been learning algebra in Maths and discovering BIDMAS to calculate number sentences correctly.
Once again, the Topic project homework’s have been outstanding and a joy to look at when the children have
brought them into school. The pride and smiles that they have on their faces when explaining their work to
teachers and their peers alike is beautiful.
Owls have enjoyed being outside on the grass and mud for tag-rugby and football and indoors for table tennis;
definitely some Six Nations stars of the future there!
We are now looking forward to next terms’ Darwin’s Delights, for another science based Cornerstones topic, a
new one for the staff and children to learn about!

Mr Wilkinson – Falcons
This half term Falcons, along with the rest of Year 6, embraced the cold
weather as we started our new topic: Frozen Kingdom.
We have been learning about ice bergs, the Arctic, Antarctica, The
Titanic, and penguins! Using our new found knowledge we wrote
descriptive and emotive diary entries for Scott of the Antarctic.
Haiku’s, Igloos and Inuit art are just some of the aspects of other
cultures we have been exploring in our topic! There were some
fantastic Haikus: brim-full with metaphors and personification.
Attendance for this half term has also been much improved: we came very close to winning an attendance
award! So well done everyone and keep it up!

Key Stage 3

Mr Bick – Blackbirds
It’s been a short and busy half term, but Blackbirds class have made a great start to 2018!
In early January, we spent a form time discussing how we could build small acts of kindness into our days, and
have spent the last few weeks doing our best help people out wherever we can. From offering to help teachers
with exercise books, to helping cheer up younger children in the playground, Blackbirds really have been a
positive presence around the school this half term.
It’s also been a bookish half term in Blackbirds. We’ve talked a lot about our favourite books and authors, and
have all set ourselves reading targets for 2018. Harrison and Amber have also taken over the running of our
class library, and have done a fantastic job setting up a proper shelving and borrowing system! Several members
of the class have also given the class library a boost by donating or lending books that they have already read.
It’s been great to see so many children talking with such enthusiasm about their books, and we’re in the process
of setting up a display to showcase our recommendations.
Finally, it’s been great to see the class establishing themselves as the Manchester City of the Key Stage 3
attendance league table: let’s see how long we can keep our unbeaten run going!
Have a lovely half term break.

Mrs Topple – Cardinals
Cardinals have had a fantastic half term with many children gaining lots of positive Dojos in all subjects.
New friendships have been made and all the children are trying to show examples of the School Values. During
form time the children have enjoyed extra challenges to find 9 letter words in jumbled letters and to solve target
numbers using only 4 digits - effort has been rewarded with Dojo points.
The children have also enjoyed the read theory computer program and have shared their stories.
Have a lovely half term.

Mrs Bingham – Toucans
I am very lucky to be form tutor of Toucans, as they are such a helpful and charming group.
In form times this term, the group have been discussing their talents and hobbies. Last
week two of the form presented some magic tricks, and I am looking forward to seeing
some cheerleading soon! Some of the group are great artists and Airfix model makers.
Toucans also decided to set up their own tutor group library after hearing that Blackbirds
had set one up. We have a small collection at present but it is already encouraging students
to recommend their favourite books

Mr Thompson – Cranes
I have really enjoyed my time in Cranes and getting to know the children. They are a great class and have
helped me settle in at Potton Middle School.
The children in Key Stage 3 have had a busy first half-term and it is fantastic to see so much positive learning
taking place across all subject, I have particularly enjoyed seeing the fantastic art work the children been
producing.
I hope you all have a wonderful half-term.

Mr Ballard – Swifts
We have welcomed some new children to Swifts recently and they have done a great job integrating into the
school - well done! It is always great to see how welcoming the class are to newcomers.
It has been a short half term but packed with learning. I have been really pleased with their growing confidence
in French and the superb creative work in the writing challenge class. I know the class are looking forward to a
well-earned break and will be ready with renewed energy for next half term.

Potton Lower School Multisport Tournament – Miss Sefton
Congratulations to Harrison, Poppy, Rowan and Paige from Kingfishers, and Mille C,
Charlie, Mille R and Angelo from Nightingales who represented Potton Lower School
alongside 6 other teams at the Robert Peel Multisport tournament.
They showed a great team effort throughout the event and came first! Well done!

Attendance
Well done to all of the children on the attendance this half term. It has been fantastic to see such commitment
from you all, even when some of you have felt a little under the weather.
A special congratulations to the following classes who have had the highest attendance across their
Key Stage so far this half term and especially Hawks who make this the second half term leaders in a row!
The Local Authority set our attendance targets, the federations target is 97%. It wonderful to see three of our
Key Stages achieve this percentage, and one only just behind.
Well done everyone!

Classes with the best attendance
in each Key Stage
Key Stage 3: Blackbirds

97.68%

Upper Key Stage 2 : Hawks

99.08%

Lower Key Stage 2: Penguins

96.43%

Key Stage 1: Kingfishers
95.00%

98.26%
95.50%

96.00%

96.50%

97.00%

97.50%

98.00%

98.50%

99.00%

99.50%

Attendance

If you would like more information on the school attendance you find the 2018 Attendance Policy on the Potton
Federation website.

Reminders for parents
Medicines in School:
A reminder that we CANNOT administer medication that is not prescribed to your child and/or is only prescribed
for three times a day. This includes Calpol and Nurofen. Parents can come into school themselves if their child
needs a dose of medicine although we do advise parents to keep their children at home if they are poorly.
Reporting Children’s Absence:
Reporting children's absences - if you need to report your child's absence and do not need to speak to anyone
in the Middle School office about this, there is a direct line: 01767 261527. Lower School parents can ring the
main reception 01767 260239 number and select option 1.
Reading:
We would really like to encourage all parents with children in Reception and Key Stages 1 & 2 to read daily with
their child. Children in Key Stage 3 should be reading independently each day too!

Water Bottles:
Please can all parents ensure that their child brings a named and filled water bottle into school with them each
day, and that they only contain water. It is important for the children to drink regularly throughout the day.
Children may of course bring juice to drink with their packed lunch, and juice and water are also available for
children having a school dinner at lunchtime.

Dates for your diary: (January – February 2018)
W/C 19th February 2018

Tuesday 27th February and Thursday 8th March 2018

Potton Middle School
Mock SAT’s week

Parent Consultations
Both Schools
Parents will be able to book appointments with
teachers via our online booking system. The link
for our online booking system will be texted to
everyone. If anybody has any issues with the online
booking system please speak to the relevant office.

Thursday 1st March 2018

Both Schools
World Book Day

Wednesday 21st – Friday 23rd March 2018

Potton Lower School
Grafham Waters residential trip

Thursday 29th March 2018

Friday 30th March 2018 – Monday 16th April 2018

Both Schools
Last day of term

Both Schools
Easter school holiday
Monday 16th April is a teacher training day – children will
be back in school on Tuesday 17th April 2018

More information will be provided on each event during the
school term

The Potton Federation Academic Calendars for 2017/2018, 2018/2019 and 2019,2020 are now
available on our website. Please do not refer to the Central Bedfordshire Council’s Term dates
Calendar as these dates are incorrect for the Potton Federation:
http://pottonfederation.co.uk/parents/term-dates/

SAT’s – Mr Brooks
I'd just like to thank the many parents who took the time to come to the recent KS2 SATs Information Evening.
While juggling with work and child commitments is never easy, it was lovely to see and speak to so many
families.

The key aim for the evening was to not only equip parents with a clear understanding of the various provisions
our students have been afforded, but also pass on some key advice with regards to how parents can support
their child(ren) at home in the run up to SATs. Given the positive feedback we received after the meeting, I am
confident that parents went away feeling reassured about the SATs and equipped with some useful strategies
to exercise over the next few months.
With the busy schedules and commitments at home, we appreciate that some families couldn't make it on this
occasion. As such, you should have received paper resources from the evening, including presentations,
examinations and further parent/carer information.
Our next round of Mock SATs is scheduled for the week beginning 20th February. Where possible, please
encourage children to spend a short amount of time revising each day over the half-term break. While children
should be logging onto their Times Table Rock Star and Read Theory accounts, I hope the following interactive
learning sites can also be put into good use:

English:
 http://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/ks2/english/
 http://www.topmarks.co.uk/english-games/7-11-years/spelling-and-grammar
 https://uk.ixl.com/ela/year-6
Maths:
 http://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/ks2/maths/
 http://www.topmarks.co.uk/maths-games/7-11-years/mental-maths
 https://uk.ixl.com/math/year-6
 http://www.topmarks.co.uk/maths-games/hit-the-button

The Retreat – Miss Dunne
The Retreat is a specialist room that is designed to be a safe and secure environment for our children when they
need space. We have converted the room that is off of the school hall (at Potton Middle), which is accessible to
all of the children across the Federation providing a quiet space away from the main school classroom but close
enough to be inclusive.
We have decided to have a specialist space for your children who find the everyday school environment
overwhelming at times. The room gives the child access to educational resources so that they are able to be
supported outside of the classroom. Within my role as the SENDco I am based in this room and therefore more
accessible to these children.
To help us to continue to develop this new project we are still in need
of vital resources that would help benefit the children. If anyone has,
or would like to donate any of the following items.
-

Sensory toys e.g. lights, sounds and textures
Specialist Sensory equipment
Sensory plants and herbs
Construction toys, e.g. Lego and Kenex
Arts and Craft resources

The staff and children would extremely grateful for any support you
are able to give us.

Defibrillator at Potton Middle School
The Potton Federation would like to thank Potton Colts Youth Football
Club for organising the funding for a defibrillator for the residents of
Potton.
We are delighted to have the defibrillator situated at the front entrance to
Potton Middle School, meaning that in an emergency our children, and
members of the wider community would have access to this lifesaving
piece of equipment.
We would also like to thank Howdens Joinery whom provided the funding
for the fitting and the housing of the equipment.

Maths at The Potton Federation – Mr Griffiths
One of my favourite duties as Head of Mathematics across Key Stages 2 and 3 is being able to present
certificates of achievement to pupils at both the Lower and Middle schools. Seeing the pleasure written across
their faces for the hard work and effort that they have put in is a sight to behold. The certificates are not given
lightly; a great deal of thought goes into who will be the recipient(s), and are not given solely for a high level of
achievement. I always tell all the children that I teach that the most important thing for them to realise is that we
are all different abilities in mathematics but by hard work and a positive ‘I can’ attitude we can all improve. Huge
congratulations to any pupils that have managed to receive a certificate this half-term but also to those who are
working well and want to in the future.
Busy Ant mathematics is now firmly embedded across both Lower and Upper Key Stage 2, with teachers telling
me that the pupils are keen to succeed with the different levels of challenge. The new curriculum seems to
support pupils who find mathematics more difficult, but also provides enough challenge for the most able. As
with any scheme it really is the delivery that makes a difference so at this point can I say a big thank you to the
Key Stage 2 staff who have worked hard to make this a success.
One question that I am always asked at parents’ evenings is ‘How can I help my child make more progress in
maths?’ In answer to this question I would say that helping your child with real-life mathematics can go a long
way. Whether that’s number bonds to 10; complements to £1.00; the change you would get from £10.00; or the
cost of 3 tins of beans - next time you are out on a shopping trip make it a mathematical experience. It is also
useful if your children can consistently apply the 4 operations of arithmetic calculations; addition, subtraction,
multiplication and division at an age appropriate level. An extra thing that you can do is take an interest in what
your children having been doing in maths; so a big thank you to all the parents, guardians and carers who help
out with the maths that their children do, whether it’s day to day work or mathematics homework.

Key Stage 3 Art
Year 8 have been focussing on art from the Renaissance, and in
particular the works of Michaelangelo. We have been looking at how
to draw hands and the use of shading to make them appear
3dimentional in drawing.
Using oil pastels we created pictures of ‘The girl with the pearl earring’
by Vermeer.

The Year 7’s have been looking at Impressionists and have focussed on painting and the use of colours and
light. They studied the many pictures of haystacks by Claude Monet and painted their own haystacks using both
water colours and acrylic paints.
In computing Year 7 are focussing on E-safety all this term and are busy making a short,
informative video about online safety. We will be showing our finished videos to the Year
6 children to promote ideas on good practice online.
Year 7 have enjoyed their sewing topic and have learnt many new skills on sewing and
how to use a sewing machine. The applique pictures are looking great.
Year 8’s are literally creating time as they are making a clock from plastics. They were
required to use their skills of measuring, marking out and cutting using the electric saws
to make all the many parts for their clock faces. Once assembled they will stand the test
of time!!
Community Art Project
The Key Stage 3 children are taking part in an exciting community art project sponsored by Kier and organised
by the local artist Paul Pibworth.
The children will be designing their own ‘fonts’ that will be made up into branding irons to burn words into wood
as signs around the ‘Tall Trees’ development.
Also, the second Potton mosaic will be displayed on Monday 19th February – watch this space for photos.

500 Words 2018 – Mr Bick
A quick reminder that the deadline for the BBC Radio 2
500 words short story competition is on Thursday 22nd
February. I know that a lot of our children have been
working on their entries, and I’ve read some incredible
work so far. There are lots of supporting resources on
the BBC website – including a pack for parents – so
please do encourage your children to have a go over
the half term break!

Able Writers – Mr Bick
On Friday 2nd February, Dean Leigh, Cate Fisher, Menna Godden, Cian
Harverson, Sherri Wright and Isabelle Glenister Mills attended a Key Stage
3 Able Writers’ Workshop run by the poet Neal Zetter.
Working alongside children from Bassingbourn Village College, Ernulf
Academy and Alban Academy, the children produced some fantastic work,
and represented our school impeccably!

Local Authority notice – Fostering Information
There is a national shortage of foster carers and we are looking for local people to come forward and enquire
about fostering for their Local Authority.
Wanted – ordinary people for an extraordinary role!
Fostering is an amazing, life changing experience, both for foster carers and the children and young
people. Foster carers are needed in your community for children of all ages, but we are keen to hear from
people or families who can support:






Other foster carers by providing respite and short breaks for the children in their care
Siblings
Teenagers
Children and young people with challenging behaviour
Unaccompanied young asylum seekers.

We provide an extensive training and support package which includes an allowance and fee of up to £796 a
week.
If you’ve ever thought about fostering then get in touch to find out more about the different schemes we have to
offer.
Visit www.centralbedfordshire.gov.uk/fostering, call the fostering team on 0300 300 8181 or email
fostering@centralbedfordshire.gov.uk.

